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OPWe have not inserted our usual notices of do- 
mestic and foreign events this week, for want of 
time to prepare them. Nothing of importance, 
however, has occurred; but whatever is interesting 
shall be preserved. 





TERMS OF THE REGISTER. 

“Niles’ Weekly Register,” is published every Sa- 
turday morning, in Baltimore, and immediately for- 
warded to all its subscribers, carefully packed, at 
five dollars per annum, payable in advance. It 
makes two volumes.in a year, which respectively 
commence in March and September. 

Complete sets may be had on the following 
terms: 

For ten years’ subscription, from Sept. 1811, 
to Sept. 1821, + - . at $5, 
Extra supplements to vols. 5, 7, 8, 9, 15, 


50 


and 16, ‘ ~ . at Sl each, 6 
f GeneralIndex, - - - - - 
Price in sheets, - : « « §Y 
For binding the 19 vols. now published, and 
the General Index—20 vols. at 75 cents 15 
$74 


Any volume will be sold separate, to complete 
sets or otherwise, except 1, 2, and 5—these are 
scarce and precious. 

Gentlemen may commence their subscriptions at 
what time they please, but it is recommended that 
they should always begin with a volume. 





Tre Missounrt qurstion is at last settled, so far 
as it depends on an act in congress. The manner 
of it has not pleased either party; and some ex- 
ptess an opinion that the legislature of Misseuri 
will obstinately refuse toaccept the condition; but 
we cannot believe that this is probable. 





* Coneress must rise this day—and we hazard 
little in saying, that the people, and the members 
themselves, are most sincerely glad of it. Since 
the famous tenth congress, no one has contributed 
less to an advancement of the public interest or 

- the promotion of private prosperity. They had, to 
be sure, a “distracting question” before them—but 
it ought not to have distracted the members from 
ether subjects of legislation, no less important 
than any measure proposed respecting Missouri. 
The public credit is at stake, and most things con. 
nected with the national interest, are either not 
understood, or, in desperation, sufferedto get along 
as well as they may. If any thing of moment has 
been done, it has been done in a furry. The list- 
Jessness of the early part of the session, has been 
equalled by a bustling in the present week, not 
in harmony with that discretion by which our af- 
fairs ougbt to be managed. ‘The proceedings are 
given at considerable length in the subsequent 
pages, and what yet remains behind’ shall be 
promptly attended to. 

The editor spent a part. of last week and most of 
the present at Washington city, to see, hear and 
understand, if possible, what was going on—to 
father the public feeling on certain great subjects, 


and ascertain some facts himself for the use ef the 
Von X¥X¥,——1., 


people. On this all parties seem sgreed—that the 
citizens of the United States might be, and of right 
should be, prosperous and happy; though it is uni- 
versally acknowledged that their situation is cala- 
mitous and distressing. It is also agreed on all 
hands, that there must be some greatchanges in the 
general policy of the government, as weil. to ab- 
tain revenue as to save expenditure; and a spirit 
prevails which, I believe, will forbid the passage 
of alaw to authorize a loan at the next session 
(which will be certainly wanted), unless ways and 
means are simultaneously provided to pay it off at 
a short period. But what these changes are to be, 
causes much Jdotheration. Thus, I have seen a 
public meeting, when in confusion, attempted to be 
brought into quietness by every one calling out “or- 
der” as loucl as he could, instead of bringing him- 
self into order. In addition, too many are tremb- 
ling for their popularity, and apparently afraid to 


3! do what their conscience tells them should be done 


—what their own good sense forces them to ac- 
knowledge will come to pass: perhaps they do not 
know how to check the re-action which they so 
much fear. Others will not do this because some 
will not do that, and some “won’t because they 
won’t”—whichare excellent reasons, when better 
ones are not to be had! <A few brave men appear 
quite willing to meet any degree of responsibility 
which their situation imposes, to throw themselves 
into the breach to restore their country to prospe- 
rity --to produce a svstem, such as Napoleon es- 
tablished in France, and which she is reaping the 
rich benefits of, in public and private abundance. 
Her foreign trade is small, and of little account in 
the great aggregate of value produced; but hex 
internal commerce is active—every one that has any 
useful article to sell finds a ready market for it, 
whether it isthe product of agriculture or manufac- 
tures. If this state of things exists in France, un- 
der a kingly government, why may it not be in the 
U. States, wherein we have a republican one? We 
appeal to the good sense of the nation for an an- 
swer to this question—not to the parties and frag- 
ments of parties in congress. Without the least 
degree of hesitution I pronounce the opinion, that 
the present congress has less zeal, less talents, and 
perhaps, less virtue, than almost any other that we 
have had—though it contains many really good, and 
some truly great men. ‘The people have not 
enough attended tothe polls—they have been in- 
fluenced rather by private partialities than public 
considerations. There are many within the walls 
of the capitol who ought never to have left the 
walis of a county court-house; but they can make 
speeches—and what is a member of congress who 
cannot make a speech, even if he himself may 
not just exactly Know what he is talking about— 
though he may repeat what has been said half 
a dozen times before? But I have not time to dilate 
on these matters now. 

As almost public bankruptcy has succeeded pri 
vate misfortune,—as it is evident that the present 
mode of raising a revenue will not keep us a-going; 
that new taxes cannot be collected unless some- 
thing is done to enable the people to pay them. 
Hence, some of the best men at-Washington flatter 





| themselves with a hope that, on Monday next, when 
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offer'a system of management by which the pre- 
vailing distress may be relieved-—~others think 
that he will suffer things to goonasthey are. We 
shall soon see what measures be means to support. 
We are convinced, that if achange is not brought 


_ about peaceably, it will be accomplished violently 


——not by force of arms, but by the indignant suffra- 
ges of a neglected and injured people. <A general 
discontent prevails—a rustling begins to be heard, 
and the spirit-of truth wil] cause a “shaking of the 
dry bones,’’ and they shall live! The political quiet 
of the day is as the repose that precedes an earth- 
quake. A mighty re-action is close at hand. 

For ourselves, we have deliberatelysresolved to 
do all that we can to sustain this re-action: to 
take a firm stand against dishonest borrowings of 
money, as all borrowings must be when the means 
of re-payment are not provided, except in times of 
great public emergency in war: to reprehend every 
attempt made to disguise the facts which belong 
to the affairs of the nation: to speak of things as 
plainly as we can without denouncing individuals, 
and as severely asit is possible without being rude. 
As has been before observed, the editor pledges 
himself that his paper shall never be lent to elec- 
lioneering purposes—but it shall be devoted more 
warmly than ever to the interests of the people, 
without regard to those who have, or seek, the 
‘loaves and fishes”—to bring about a turning to 
original principles, that, again, every free American 
may “sit down under his own vine and under his 
own fig tree, with none to make him afraid.” We) 
only wish that our ability was equal to the part we 
are about to assume—but the will-must be taken 
for the deed. If it shall appear that our course is 
disapproved of—if the people will not support us 
jn this matter, and things shall go on from bad to 
we are resolved to be innocent. 





a 





Pensions. We have inserted an account of the 
case of com. Tucker, of the revolutionary navy, 
and the yeas and nays thereupon, in the house of 
representatives. Com. T. was not only one of the 
bravest, but also among the most fortunate of our 
officers who carried the newly-made “star spangled 
banner” over the sea; and some of the prizes taken 
and sent in by him were of so great importance to 
the young republic, that the supplies of arms and 
ammunition which they furnished, were actually 
regarded as “providential,” by tens of thousands 
of patriots, at the time. On the general score of 
service then, lie appeared as well entitled to a pen- 
sion as any one; and why the family of com. Perry | 
so easily obtained a vote in their favor, which was 
first denied, andthen granted only by a majority of 
#wo votes, inthe same house, to him, must rest on 
principles which we do not understand. 

When we seized the opportunity the otherday 
(see February 3), to object to pensions, except for 
disabilities actually incurred, we hope that we 


_ were understood as not being hostile to the espe- 


cial case then before us—that of the family of com. 
Peery: for, onthe contrary, if his family is in want 
we W@uld bind ourselves, as a matter of right, to 
pay them ten thousand times more per annum, 
individually, than we shall have to contribute 
But there is great 
danger when government acts in relation te such 
things. Pensions, no doubt, were originally grant- 
ed both in England and France, for valuable 
services rendered to the respective states—but we 
well know that they have been conferred on the 


Mr. Monroe is to be inaugurated president, he will }on men called right honorables and nobles, perhapss 


ag. the hire of their wives to adulterous princes 
and other grand dignities in the government. Cer-' 
tain preferences too, in our country, have been no- 
toriously conferred unworthily, or without a just 
discrimination, though the authority or confer them 
was designed for the noblest of purposes, Seein 
then, the abuses of the system and knowing the fal- 
libility of rulers, we act the most safely when we 
leave the least possible power to their discretion, 
except asto things of a general nature; and we 
should should set our face against specialities, par- 
tieularly such as tend to raise up a distinct class 
among the people, with interests opposed to those 
of the community. If cases arise in which the 
public service demands an act of public liberality, 
let us give, at once, an amount which will meet the 
case, if we are able—by which we shall know what 
we are doing. But payments, in the shape of pen- 
sions, at so much per anhum, are deceptive—like 
moths that consume without being noticed untilthe 
garment is found to be full of holes. When anin- 
dividual or nation gives any thing, the matter is per- 
fectly understood whether it can be afforded or not, 
whether the case requiresit: but when we promise 
to do something hereafter,—we should always do 
it like a prudent man endorses. note for his neigh- 
bor, and more so in eur public character, because 
a nation cannot be relieved of its liability to fulfil 
its engagements by the benefit of accommodating 
insolvent laws! With what we have, let us deal li- 
berally; but of that which we have not, let us be 
careful how we promise ourselves te have it. There 
is many “a slip even between the cup and the lip” 
—-there are eleven points against the non possessor. 
We ought to derive wisdom from experience. No 
one will pretend to believe that the revolutionary 
pension law would have been enacted, if its opera- 
tion had been anticipated--though that law came 
from the best motives of the human heart, and was 
emphatically called an act of gratitude: but the 
real design of the law was overturned by individual 
ingenuity, and the disposition, at present, perhaps, 
exists to repeal it altogether, from the double mo- 
tive, that its provisions were abused and from the 
poverty of the treasury. ‘The amendments have, in 
meny instances, hada cruel operation in respect to 
some who were placed on the pension list, though 
even improperly placed there. Let us avoid here- 
after, the public injury and private suffering which 
such things may cause. Free governments are 
subject to frequent re-actions, depending on the 
current of events—to-day liberal, to-morrow em- 
barrassed, and the next day penurious. The pre- 
sent then, is all that can be depended upon; and 
the people will not agree to borrow money to pay 
pensions, except to maimed and disabled persons, 
if they can helpit. We should therefore, be very 
careful how we adopt the system. 





Im THE SUPREME COURT OF THE U, States. Fed. 
26. Mr.<Justice Johnson delivered the opinion of 
the court in the case of the Bello Corrunes, Mala- 
gamba (consul of his Catholic majesty for Rhode 
Island district) claimant, (argued by Mr. Winder 
for the captors, by Mr. Webster for the claimants, 
and by Mr. Wheaton for the salvors.) 

The court determined, in this case— 

Ist. That a foreign consul, recognized by our 
government, has a right to libel or claim in the 
admiralty courts the property of his fellow subjects, 
without specifying their particular interests, 

2dly. That the original Spanish owners, in the 





most infamous wretehes in creation: for instance, 


present case, were entitled to restitution, the cap- 


PES eee 0 a ia yes: - 
OTR Dyan age: FS IN ict rin MMO SS ree 
ripe 2 we igh Aa Sd set oe 

> ; oe See. a 








ee a s.r 


# 
4 


Se “SG eee 


of 
ae 
je 
ler 
ts, 


ur 


ts, 


the 
Ap- 


si Ri Fe oe 
ES Taw io ew > 
- 5 . 





Bot 
Ma te oe 


nage oe Pekin wear 


asp ae — 
AEE SOO ae wal 


NILES’ REGISTER~-MARCH 3, 1821-—DUPLIC ATE OFFICES, 






3 








- 


turing vessel having been fitted out in our ports, 
in violation of the neutraility of the United States 
in the present war between Spain and the South 
American provinces; and the capture was made 
by our citizens, in breach of the laws and the treaty 
with Spain. | 

Sdly. The libel for salvage, and that of the Unit- 
ed States for an alleged forfeiture, were dismissed. 
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Public Buildings. 


Report of tha committee on the public buildings, with 
a bill making appropriations for the public buiid- 
ings, January 30, 1821. 

The committee on the public buildings - 

Rerort:—That they have carefully examined 
the different branches of labor and expenditure 
connected with the progress of the public buildings, 
during the last year; and have reviewed the esti- 
mates presented by the commissioner and public 
architects of the work contemplated to be perform- 
ed the present year. 

The alterations and improvements in the senate 
chamber, and in the hall of the house of represen- 
tatives, that were authorized by law at the last 
session of congress, to render those rooms more 
convenient for the transaction of the public busi- 
ness, have been effected within the amount of the 


estimated expense, and within the appropriations 


made :or those purposes. 

The work on the centre building has been con- 
tinued, and, with the exception of a small portion, 
omitted in consequence of the sickness of the 


workmen and the intemperance of the season, as] 


much has been done as was contemplated by the 
estimate. Some alteration has been made in the 
order of the execution of the work; but the com- 
mittee are perfectly satisfied that the change was 
judicious and proper. 

It appears, from a statement furnished by the 
commissioner, that the labor and materials have 
been procured on better terms than they were the 


preceding year; the work appears to be well done, 


and the expenditure on this part of the public 
buildings has, also, been kept within the estimates 
and appropriations. jutting 

‘The committee would have been gratified if they 
could, with propriety, have recommended a dimi- 
nution of the annual appropriation to this object, 
diminishing the annual amount of work to be done 
upon the centre building; but prudence and econo- 
my obviously require that the walls should be 


erected, and the whole building covered, before | 


any considerable reduction in the annual appro- 
priation for the centre building would be consistent 
with the public interest. 

The committee have been furnished by the pub- 
lic architect with the subjoined estimate of the cost 
of the labor and materials necessary in the prose- 
cution of the work the present year, including ma- 
terialsfor the ensuing season; and, also, a provision 
for the improvement of the ground around the ca- 
pitol, amounting to $120,643 29. 

The estimate for the centre building is calculated 
with a view to complete the enclosure of the west 
front; to carry up the stone and brick work of the 
east front, and the walls of the rotunda, to the 
springing of the dome. 

From the letter of the commissioner of the pub- 
lic buildings, accompanying this report, it appears 
that there remains unexpended of former appro- 
priations to the different public buildings the sum 
of $26,175 56 | 


’ 





The committee have studied to subject this 
source of expense to some retrenchment, corres- 
pondent to what is contemplated in other brancbes 
of public expenditure, in the only way in which it 
is susceptible of retrenchment. From the in- 
creasing value of moneyy and the consequent di- 
minution in the price of almost every article used 
in building, it is presumed that the work may he 
accomplished within the estimated expense: that 
the progress of the building will not be retarded 
or embarrassed by a small reduction of the esti- 
mate: and, the committee are of opinion, that an 
appropriation of 80,000 dollars, together with the 
unexpended balances of former appropriations, 
will be adequate to the completion of the estimated 
improvements an the centre building, the present 
year. | 

It is believed that the security of the public pro- 
perty renders it advisable to have the roof of the 
president’s house covered with copper the ensu- 
ing summer, and an estimate of the labor and ma- 
terials, exclusive of such materials as have been al- 
ready procured, amounting to the sum of $7,845,- 
84, is also subjoined. 

There are, also, seme small improvements deem- 
ed necessary in the hall of the house of represen- 
tatives, and in the library, the whale of which are 
not estimated to exceed the sum of six hundred 
dollars. 

The committee have prepared a bill making the 
above mentioned appropriations which they di- 
rected to be reported to the house. 

. [Here follow the statements of the superinten- 
dant and architect: a brief summary may suffice. 4 

For the last year— 

There was expended on the centre building 
$95,607 63. On the wings of the capitol, painting, 
&c. 2,840 90. On alterations and improvements 
in the senate chamber 1,217 84. On improving 
the capitol square 2,937 46. On the repairs of the 
president’s house 615 99. But these disburse- 
ments are only so far as the regular vouchers were 
received onthe 3ist Dec. last. The expenditures 
are less than the appropriations. 


Duplicate Offices, &c. 

Report of the committee on miittary affairs, upon the 
subject of the employment of officers of the army as 
clerks in the departments, and the extra pay allowed 
to them for such service. ! 

The committee on military affairs, to whom was 
referred the resolution ef the louse of réprgsen- 
tatives, instructing them to enquire whetJrer any 
officers of the army of the United States are 
employed as clerks, or in any other capacity, in 
any of the departments, or in the office of the 
surgeon general or apothecary general; and 
whether such officers, if any, have received any 
other compensation than their pay as officers; if 
so, what are their names, and what extra com- 
pensation have they received; submit the fol- 
lowing report:— 

The committee directed a letter to the secretary 
of war requiring information en the several sub- 
jects of the resolution, and received sundry state- 
ments which are annexed, andto which they invite 
the attention of the house. It appears from the 
statements furnished by the second and third au- 
ditors of the treasury department, that captain 
George Bender was detailed to perform duty inthe 
war department; that, in addition to his pay and 
other emoluments he has received $623 50 for act- 
ing as clerk, firet in the office of the adjutant 
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- the office of the quartermaster general, from the 


to the sum of $1,160 50. 
from thé 28th of April, to the 9th of August, 1818, 


man Cross has been employed in the quartermaster 
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and inspector general, and then in the office 
of the quartermaster general, from the Ist of Ja- 
nuary, 1818, to the 3ist of March, 1819. That 
lieutenant ‘Thomas Johnson has been employed in 


18th of June, 1818, to the 31st of December, 1820, 
and has received extra compensation amounting 
That captain John L. 
Gardner has been employed in the war department, 


and in the office of the quartermaster general, from 
that date to the 31st of October, 1820; during which 
time he has received extra compensation .to the 
amount of 1,160 dollars 50 cents. . That major Tru- 


general’s office from the 5th of October, 1818, till 
the 30th of September, 1820; and has received ex- 
tra c: Mipensation to the amount of $908 25. That 
captain John Morton has been employed in the 
ordnance office, from the Ist of January, 1818, to 
the 30th of Ser-tember, 1820, and has received ex- 
tra compensation to the ainount of $1,210 25. That 
lieutenant T. T. Stephenson has been employed 
in the ordnance oftice, from the 10th to the 3ist 
August, 1818, and received an extra compensation 
of 27 dollars 50 cents. Lieutenant George Blaney 
has been employed in ‘he office of the engineer 
department, from the 17th of April, 1818, to-the 
6th of May, 1819, and has received 735 dollars 75 
cents extra cempensation. Captain John L. Smith 
has beenemployed in the same department, from 
the Ist of April, 1819, to the 30th of September, 
1820, and has.received 566 dollars and 25 cents 
extra compensation. Major Isaac Roberdeau was 
permitied, on the Ist of January, 1820, to take 
charge of the mathematical instruments, maps, &c. 
belonging to the United States, and for his ser- 
vices, m this respect, he has been paid 418 dol- 
lars and 75 cents, up to the 30th of November, 

1820. Lieutenant W.'T. W ‘Tone has been em. 

ployed in the engineer department, from the 12th 

of July to the 1Uih of September, 1820, and has 
been allowed 390 dollars extra compensation. 

Lieutenant Samuel Cooper has been employed in 

the adjutant and inspector general’s office from 

the Ist of August, 1818, tothe S0th of November, 

1820, and: has received 1000 dollars and 55 cents 
extra compensation. Captain James H. Hook has 
been employed in the office of the commissary 

general of subsistence, andhas received 888 dol- 
lars and 75 cents extra compensation; and, howe-| 
ver strange it may appear, captain Hook, in addi- 

tion to his pay and emoluments, and extra comper- 

sation, is employed as superintendant of the re- 
cruiting service near Baltimore, but the particular 
amount paid for this service does‘not appear. In 

the same department, Lieutenant W. P. Yonge, 

trom the 12th July to the 3ist of August, 1820, and 

received 65 dollars and 75 cents extra compensa- 

tion. In the office of the surgeon general, lieuten- 

ant George Templeman, trom the 17th of April to 
the 30th of October, 1819, and has received 286 
dollars and 25 cents extra compensation. And 
lieutenant James Lovel]l, in the same department, | 
from the Ist of November, 1819, to the 30th of 
November, 1820, and has received 493 dollars ex- 
tra compensation. 

‘The committee discover that lieutenant W. S. 
Colquohoun is emplvyed in some of the public 
offices, but are unable to state how, or where, or 
what extra compensation has been allowed to him. 

‘The above are the officers of the army, that have 
been employed in the several departments of the 


whom yet remain, as the committee are informed. 

The statements furnished them shew, that, in addi- 
tion to the pay and emoluments, and extra com- 
pensation, each of the above named officers have 
received pay for.clothing. The committee are un- 
advised of any law to justify it, especially when 
they see neither of them has employed a private 
servant, and for the clothing of whom only, is an 
officer permitted to receive money in lieu of cloth- 
ing. 

in addition to the foregoing brief extracts from 
the statements of the second and third auditors of 
the treasury department, they have received a let- 
ter from the secretary of war, dated the 6th inst. 
explanatory of the principles upon which these 
extra allowances have been made; he remarks, 
that it appears to have been the practice of the go- 
vernmem, at all times, to allow, under some shape 
or another, extra Compensation to officers detailed 
to perform such extra duties at the seat of govern- 
ment. The committee.are constiained to observe, 
that howeverlong this practice may have continued, 
they have no hesitation im saving it appears to them 
highly improper. For when an officer is detailed 
to perform duties in the departments, such as have 
been described, they cease to render any other; 
when they perform no duties as officers, but merely 
act as clerks, it seems unreasonable to pay them as 
officers, and at the same time compensation ag 
clerks. When they cease to, perform the func- 
tions of officers, but yet receive their pay and emo- 
luments, the committee believe they should be con- 
tent, that they ave no legal or equitable claim for 
extra compensation, because extra payment is pré- 
dicated on a supposition that additional duties are 
performed. luthe present case the supposed ad- 
ditional duty is the only service required of them, 
and that, in reality, they perferm no duty whatever 
as officers of the army. 

Major Roberdeau, for example, took charge of 
the mathematical instruments in the department 
to which he belonged, and kept them in his office 
for less than one year, and for his service received 
trom government 418 dollars 75 cenis, on the sup- 
position that he had rendered important extra du- 
tes. 

The committee do think, that while this officer 
continued inthe exercise of tiuis trust, however im- 
portant and responsiole it may be though’, and he, 
perforning no other duty that the committee are 
apprised of, he ought to have been satisfied with 
his pay and emoluments; they are at a lossto know 
by what rule of law or equity it is, that he has re- 
ceived, first, his pay and emoluments as an officer 
when he performed no duty as such, and then extra 
compensation tor the only dutv he did perform. 
The committee are fully persuaded, that either the 
pay and emoluments as an officer. or the extra com- 
pensation for Keeping the mathematical instru- 
ments, should have been omitted, and that both 
ought not to have been paid. 

The committee thought it incumbent on them to 


extend their inguiry to the compensation aliowed. 


the surgeon general in addition to his salary fixed, 
by law. “hey find, from the statement furnished 
by the third auditor, that dcctor Joseph Lovell, the 
surgeon general, has been paid,in addition to his 
annual salary, trom the Ist of October, 1818, to 
the 30th of September, 1820, for quarters 864 dol- 
lars, and for fuel, for the same period, 452 dollars 
25 cents, making an aggregate of 1,316 dollars 25 
cents. The act of congress establishing the office 
of surgeon general, provides that he shall be allow- 





government, in the city of Washington, most of 


jed a salary of 2,500 dollars, making no provision 


Re a gs 
bet“ 








O ew MY 


iS 
to 
‘1- 
rs 
25 
ce 
w- 
on 





t. NILES’ REGISTER--- MARCH 8, 1821—GOLD COIN. | 7) 





a. 





whatever for any other or extra compensation. 
The committee are surprised that a construction 
should be given to this law by which the surgeon 
general should be enabled to receive compensation 
beyond the limits of his salary, unless they bring to 
their aid the practice, which appears at all times 
to have prevailed, «in some shape or another to 
allow tie officers at the seat of government extra 
compensation.” ; 

If the word salary has an appropriate meaning, 
it certainly must be a stated or settled hire to the 
person who performs the duties of the office to 
which the salary is attached; no authority in this 
government, except the legislature, is deemed 
competent either to increase or diminish ii. The 
committee are of opinion, that no precedent con- 
trary to law ought or can have a binding a influ-. 
ence. The case of the physician and surgeon ge- 
neral, adyerted to by the secretary of war, was 
erroneous in the beginning, and not an example 
worthy of imitation. ils ry 

It is alieged by the secretary of war, in justifi- 
cation of the extra allowance made the surgeon 
general, that it hardly admits of a doubt that he, 
who is liable to be ordered into active service, 
would be entitled to claim public quartersif there 
were such where he might be stationed, and that 
it is clear, he,in common with other officers, has a 
right to. the allowance for them, if he should be 
stationed where quarters cannot be furnished by 
the public. It appearsto the committee this argu 
ment is more specious than solid; the law provides 
that other officers shall receive pay and emolu- 
ments, and enumerates quarters and fuel as arti- 
cles included in the provision intended to be made, 
but in the case of the surgeon general, the law 
provides a salary of 2,500 dollars, which the com- 
mittee think, and which they believe, the legisla. 
ture thought should be in full for all services. If 
the surgeon general would be entitled to quarters 
and fuel when ordered into actual service, it is 
not understood by the committee how his hability 
to be ordered into active service could entitle him 
to compensations for them before that liability had 
attached. If anofficer is entitled to either pay or 
emoluments upon the contingency of being order- 
ed into active service, it seems an arbitrary con- 
struction to grant him either before the happening 
of that contingency. 

In no peint of view can the committee perceive 
the propriety of this allowance, which as yet does 
not appear to be supported even by the authority 
of precedent, and therefore submit the following 
resolution: 

Resoived, That no officer or other persons em- 
ployed by the government of the United States, 
ought, under any circumstances or pretext what- 
ever, be allowed and paid any other or greater 
compensation than is authorized by law, and that 
the practice which has heretofore prevailed, to 
make extra compensation in certain cases, without 


such authority, is incorrect, and ought to be aban- 
doned. 








Gold Coin. 


Report of the commitiee on the currency, on the expe- 
diency of increasing the relative value of the sold 
hereafter to be coined at the mint of the United 
States. | 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEB. 2, 1821. 
The committee who were directed to enquire into 


the expediency of increasing the relative value of 





gold hereafter to be coined at the min ¢ have at- | 


tended to that subject, and beg leave respectfully 
to report: ; : 

That they are of opinion the value of American 
gold, compared with silver, ought to be somewhat 
higher than by law at present established. On en- 
quiry, they find that gold coins, both foreign and of 
the United States, have, ina great measure, disap- 
peared, and, from the best calculation that can 
be made, there is reason toapprehe:el they will be 
wholly banished from circulation, and it ought not 
to bea matter of surprize, under our present regu- 
lations that this should be the case. 

There remains no longer any doubt that the gold 
coins of the United States are, by our laws, rated 
at.a value lower than in almost any other country, 
in comparison with that of silver. This occasions 
the goid to be constantly selected, when it can be 
obtained, in preference to silver, whenever requit- 
ed for remittance from this to foreign\ countries; 
and, at the same time, prevents those who have oc. 
casion to remit to the United States from doing it 
in gold. WHegce, there is a continual and steady 
drain of that metal from this country, without any 
correspondent return, which must continue while 
there remains any of it among us. The importa- 
tions of it will be confined to small quantities, and 
from countries from which nothing better can be 
obtained. 

There have been coined at the mint of the Unit, 
ed States, nearly six millions of dollars in gold. It 
is doubtful whether any considerable portion of it 
can, at this time, be found within the United States. 
It is ascertained, in one of Our principal commercial 
cities, quite in the vicinity of the mint, that the 
gold coin, in an office of discount and deposite of 
the bank United States there located, in Nov. 1819, 
amounted to 165,000 dollars, and the silver coin to 
118,000 dollars. That, since that time, the silver 
coin has increased to 700,000 dollars, while the gol 
coin has diminjshed to the sum of 1,200 dollars, one 
hundred only of which is American. And it is stat, 
ed, that the vaults of the state banks in the same 
city, having a capital, in the aggregate, as is be- 
lieved, of nearly eight millions, exhibit a similar — 
result. It is scarcely to be doubted, that, on ex- 
amination in the other commercial cities, similar 
additional proof would be furnished. 

It now becomes a question of serious import, to 
be decided by the nation, whether a gold currency 
be at all desirable, or whether it should wholiy give 
place to silver? By some, a silver currency isceem- 
ed the most eligible. ‘hey contend, that ouf cir- 
culating metallic.currency should be ponderous, 
and inconvenient of transmission; that it would, in 
such case, remain in the country and stationary. 

On the other hand, it is believed by your,com-. 
mittee, that a more portable currency may be, on 
many accounts, and, in many instances, must he, 
much more convenient, and in some cases absoltite- 
ly necessary. it cannot be denied, that the lighter 
and smaller the currency, in proportion to its value, 
the greater will be the accommodation in the ne- 
gociations betweenthe great extremes of the union. 
In proportion to this facility the price of exchange 
will be lessened: commercial transactions would 
thus be carried on at an enhanced profit to all con- 
cerned. Moreover, in time of war, it will never 
fail to become requisite to make use of specie in 
payments and remittance; and these will be de- 
manded, almost exclusively, at the extreme borders, 
and frontiers of the union. In such cases, gold fur, 
nishes a medium which will not only be light and. 
convenient, but which can be transmitted with se- 
crecy, thereby avoiding the risks incident to war 
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and commotion. Those who carry their recollec- 
tions back to the incidents of the late war, cannot 
fail of being forcibly impressed with this idea. 

Our empire is widely extended, and becoming 
more so; and, at the same time, sparsely settled. 
The transmission of large sums, especially in time 
of war, if in ponderous silver, must be extremely 
inconvenient, and oftentimes attended with great 
danger. It would seem, therefore, that, as curren- 
cy, the gold coin has, in this country, manifest ad- 
vantages over that of silver. 

But there is another particular not unworthy of 
consideration. We have before stated that the gold 
coins are worth, in foreign countries, more, in com- 
parison with silver, than in our own.’ The average 
of this increased value is believed to exceed six 
tenths of a dollar in every fifteen dollars. In Spain 
and Portugal, three half eagles are worth sixteen 
dollars;.in Cuba, seventeen; in the West Indies, 
generally, sixteen; in England, fifteen and one fifth; 
tn Holland, fifteen; and in France, fifteen anda half. 
These calculations may not be precisely as stated, 
but are believed to be nearly accurate. 

In the United States, before the establishment of 
the present government, it has heretofore been as- 
certained by a committee of congress, that, by cus- 
tom, the value of gold had been considered as equi- 
valent to about fifteen and six tenths of its weight 
in silver. This, without doubt, arose from finding 
this to be the average of the different values affix- 
ed to the gold in different foreign countries. 

Why it was thought proper, on establishing the 
mint of the United States, te reduce this value to 


.tifteen for one, it is not now material to enquire. It 


is sufficient to know, from unhappy experience, 
that its tendency is to rid us ofa goid currency, and‘ 
jeave us nothing but silver. 

The merchants, if they have occasion to import 
specie, and cannot obtain silver, are compelled to 
import gold, at a loss of from two to ten per cent. 
if they have a remittance to make, they will, 1f pos- 
sible, exchange silver for gold, as, thereby, they 
will gain from two to ten per cent. according tothe 


value of gold in the country to which the remit. | 


tance is to be uade, 

An occurrence, strikingly illustrative upon this 
point, is stated in an elaborate report of a former 
committee, on the subject of the currency, to which 
your committee would beg leave to refer, as afford- 
ing much useful information on this subject gene- 
rally. The bank of the United States entered into 
a contract with Messrs. Baring & Co of London, 
forthe supply of two millions of dollars in specie, 


‘jm equal parts, as near as migiit be practicable, of 


gold and silver, at the American standard. The 
amotint wag accordingly furnished: but not a dol- 
lar of it in gold; although gold is the currency of 

jreat Britain, and silver is admissible there, as a 
tender, in but very small sums. 

It will, of course, be objected, that if we should 
now render gold four per cent. better, we shall 
thereby put into tl:e hands of its present holders a 
clear nett gain to that amount, provided they hold 
it with an intent to use it in this country. But it 
is not perceived how this will injure the public or 
individuals. And it will not be regretted by the 
benevolent, that individuals should be benefitted, 
if no one be injured. Jf, however, individual wealth 
be a public blessing, all will be benefitted. At any 
yate, this is an incident utterly unavoidable, to a 
certain extent, in this case, It must be submitted 
to; as, otherwise, a positive national evil, of great 
magnitude, as your committee deem it, must be en- 
countered, 


ee aa aed? 


At will, moreover, be objected, that speculators 
will take advantage of the unwary, and, ere they 


j will have been apprised 6f the inéreased value of 


their gold, wili have purchased it of them at the 
former rate. This, however, your committee be- 
lieve, will, in a great measure, be counteracted by 
a provision in the bill accompanying this report, 
that the coin, at its increased value, shall not be a 
legal tender until the Ist of July next. In this way, 
those who would buy it, with a view tospeculation, 
would sustain a loss of interest amounting to nearly 
or quite as much as would otherwise be gained by 
the purchase. 

If it be expedient to adopt the measure in con- 
templation, the present is the moment when it can 
and ought to be done. The longer we continue 
under the present regulation the worse will be our 
condition and the greater the injury we shall have 
sustained. 

Your committee, therefore, in conformity to the 
foregoing sentiments, ask leave to report a bill. 
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District Lotteries. 

Report of the committee for the district of Colum- 
bia, upon the subject of the lotteries which have 
been instituted within the, district, by virtue of 
the act of congress of the {5th May, 1820, to in- 
corporate the inhabitants of the city of Washbing- 
ton. : : 

House of Representatives, January 26, 1821. 

The committee on the district of Columbia, to 
whom was referred a resolution of the house of 
representatives, instructing them to enquire into, 
and report to the house.the number of lotteries 
which have been instituted in the district, by vir- 
tue of an act, which passed the 15th of May, 
1820, «to incorporate the inhabitants of the city 
of Washington, and to repeal al] acts heretofore 
passed for that purpose;” the objects for which 
the monies are to be raised; the amount of each 
scheme, and the total nominal value of the tickets 
offered for sale; the rate of reduction proposed 
to be made from the prizes; and the gross amount 
of the proceeds of the said lotteries, which will 
come into the hands of the managers; and, also, 
whether the condition of the said act of incorpo- 
ration has been complied with, so far as it re- 
spects the authority to raise money by lotteries;” 
have accordingly, had the said resolution under 
consideration, and respectfully report: 
That, under the act of incorporation referred to 
in the said resolution, one lottery only has been 
authorized by the corporation of the city of Wash- 
ington; but the committee presuming it to have 
been the purpose of the resolution of the house 
of representatives to ascertain how the power to 
raise money by lottery has been hitherto exerted 
by the corporation, have extended their enquiry 
to the lotteries authorised by an amendment of the 
former charter of the corporation. 

The terms of that amendment which, as far back 
as the 6th of May, 1812, vested in the city corpora- 
tion the power of raising money by lottery, are, 
in substantial import, the same with those of the 


ad ’ 


tion of this power is limited to ten years. In both 
it is subjected to the control of the president of the 
United States; and every resolution adopted by the 
corporation, in pursuance of this power, has been 
subsequently approved by the president. 

The first resolution of the boards of aldermen 
and common council of the city, in which its legis- 
lative |cwer is vested by its charter, authorised 





renewed charter, except that in the latter the dura- - 





ee. 









on 
1s- 


add to ihe objects of public utility, sought to be 


NILES’ REGISTER—MARCH 8, 1821--FRIENDS’ MEMORIAL. 7 





Co be - 


Seemann 





the raising of ten thousand dollars by lottery, «fo 
‘building, establishing, and endowing two public 


ration of the city of Washington has been complied 
with by the corporation, so far as regards the au- 


school-houses, on the Lancasterian system,” and jthdrity to raise money by lottery. 


received the approbation of Mr. Madison on the 
23d of November, 1812. | , 

Seven other resolutions, each giving power to 
raise by lottery a like amount, have eminated from 
the same authority since the above period: one of 
these resolutions having been approved in every 
Subsequent year, except the year 1813; and the 
last, on the 31st of Oct. 1820. 

The three resolutions next following the first, 


“provided for by that resolution, a penitentiary and 
a city hall. 

In pursuance of these resolutions, the managers, 
in whom the corporation vested the power of car- ; 
rying their purpose into effect, have contracted, at 
different periods, for the drawing of five lotteries, | 
orchisses of a lottery. The first of these authoriz- 
ed the sale of tickets to the amount of one hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars; and, for this, the corpo- 
ration was, by the contract of the managers, with 
the lottery agent, to receive ten thousand dollars: 
but the managers have stated to the committee 
that, owing to a misunderstanding between them- 
selves, and the agent for that class, they have, as 
yet, received no part of that sum. 

From the secend and third classes, authorising 
the sale of a number of tickets of the value of 





= Se 
Legislature of New York. 
Memorial of the representatives of the religious society 
of Friends in New-York, 

To the legislature of the state of New-York, in 
senate and assembly convened. 

The memorial of the representatives ef the reli- 
gious society of friends in the state of New-York 
and parts adjacent, RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, 
That, having observed that a proposition has 
been submitted to the legislature to repeal the act 
of last year, entitled an act to exempt certain per- 
sons therein mentioned from the performance of 
military duty, and to revive and enforce the 42d 
and 43d‘ sections of the act, entitled an act, io or- 
ganize the militia, passed in 1818; and having per- 
ceived in the course of the discussion thereon, that 
a difference of opinion exists relative to the prin- 
ciples of the society of friends, with respect. to 
military requisitions, your memorialists deem it 
their duty briefly to submit to your consideration 
their sentiments upon the subject. 

Since they became united as a distinct body, they 
have uniformly espoused and promulgated the doc- 
trine, that war is entirely at variance with the pre- 





300,000, the managers have realized 20,000; be-|cepts and examples of Jesus Christ, and therefore 


ang 10,000 for each class. 


From the fourth class, which is now drawing, 
and the tickets of which amount in gross value to 
$210,000, the managers will have reoeived in the 
course of the ensuing month, 6,666 67; and from 
the fifth class, the tickets of which are computed at 
$400,000, they expect to realize the farther sum 
of 13,333 33, being in all $80,000 from the authori- 
ty granted by the resolutions of eight years. 


Copies of the schemes of these lotteries have 
been submitted to the committee by the mayor of 
the city of Washington, through whom the pre- 
ceding facts have been collected. In all of them 
the rate of reduction from the prizes is fifteen per 
centum. 
_ The committee having reported all the facts cal- 
led for by the resolution of the house of represen- 
tatives; are required to pronounce an opinion on 
the question, “whether the candition of act of cor- 
poration of the city of Washington has been com- 


plied with, so far as it respects the authority to 
raise money by lotteries.” 


_As this question is likely to be involved in a judi- 
cial inquiry, now pending in one or more of the 
courts of the United States, the committee hope to 
be excused by the house for forbearing to express 
any Opinion upon it. They have annexed to this 
report the original correspondence through which 
the preceding facts have been collected; tagether 
with a copy of one of the contracts between the 
managers, appointed by the city corporation, and 
the contractor for drawing one of the futteries aa- 
thorized by a resolution of the corporation; and 
such extracts from the old and new charters of the 
city of Washington as may serve to illustrate the 
nature and extent of the authority vested in the 
corporation to raise money by lottery; in relation 
to all which they respectfully submit the following 
resolution to the house of representatives:— 


Resolved, That it is inexnedient for the house of 


that they consider it unlawful for his followers to 

promote its prosecution in any respect: and, con- 

scientiously entertaining this belief, they cannot 

bear arms or engage in warhke preparations; and 

if they are brought into suffering on their accounts, 

they passively submit to the imprisonment of their 

persons or the seizure of their property. 

In consonance with these prine:ples, they be- 
jlicve it also to be their indispensable duty not to 

pay any fine, tax or penalty, in lieu of personal ser. 
vice, or fur an exemption from military requisitions, 
as they consider that such payment would be a 
commutation for an act of which their religious 
principles fordid the performance, and, therefore, 
that it would be entirely inconsistent with their 
religious professions. 

| And they believe that a refusal to eomply with 
such pecuniary commutation is equally incumbent 
upon them, whether the money maybe applied to 
warlike or to benevolent or useful purposes, as it 
cannot be supposed that a change in the appropria- 
tion of a tax can alter the principle uponwhich it 
is levied. 

Having thus briefly adverted to the sentiments of 
Friends on this important subject, your memorialists 
are desirous of making afew remarks onthe act 
now in force, in respect to its application to the so- 
ciety of which they are members, some of whom 
are now suffering imprisonment under its provi- 
sions. 3 
They consider that when the authorities with 
whom such duties are intrusted, are satisfied that 
a person is one of the people called Quakers, no 
demand ought to be made that he should declare by 
aflirmation that he is conscientiously scrupulous of 
bearing arms, in as much as the constitution of the 
state has already recognized the principles of tlre 
jsociety in that respect. Such a requisition ap- 
pears therefore not to comport with the spirit of 
that instrument. 





representatives to express any opinion on the ques- 
“ion, whether the condition of the act of incorpo- 


An objection is also felt to the term “good stand- 
‘ing’? in the act, as being vague and indefinite; and 
jit is thought that, agreeably to the constitution, 
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and inspector general, and then in the office 
of the quartermaster gencral, from the Ist of Ja- 
nuary, 1818, to the 3ist of March, 1819. That 
lieutenant Thomas Johnson has been employed in 
the office of the quartermaster general, from the 
18th of June, 1818, to the 31st of December, 1820, 
and has received extra compensation amounting 

to the sum of $1,160 50. ‘That captain John L. 
Gardner has been employed in the war department, 
- tpom the 28th of April, to the 9th of August, 1818, 
- gnd in the office of the quartermaster general, from 
that date to the 31st of October, 1820; during which 
time he has received extra compensation to the 
amount of 1,160 dollars 50 cents. . That major Tru- 
man Cross has been employed in the quartermaster 
-general’s office from the 5th of October, 1818, till 
the 30th of September, 1820; and has received ex- 
tra c Mnpensation to the amount of $908 25. That 
captain John Morton has been employed in the 
ordnance office, from the Ist of January, 1818, to 
the 30th of Ser-tember, 1820, and has received ex- 
tra compensation to the ainount of $1,210 25. That 
lieutenant T. T. Stephenson has been employed 
in the ordnance oftice, from the 10th to the 31st 
August, 1818, and received an extra compensation 
of 27 dollars 50 cents. Lieutenant George Blaney 
has been employed in the office of the engineer 
department, from the 17th of April, 1818, to the 
6th of May, 1819, and has received 735 dollars 75 
cents extra cempensation. Captain John L. Smith 
has beenemployed in the same department, from 
the Ist of April, 1819, to the 30th of September, 
1820, and has.received 566 dollars and 25 cents 
extra compensation. Major Isaac Roberdeau was 
permitted, on the Ist of January, 1820, to tuke 
charge of the mathematical instruments, maps, &c. 
belonging to the United States, and for his ser- 
vices, mn this respect, he has been paid 418 dol- 
lars and 75 cents, up to the 30th of ‘November, 
1820. Lieutenant W. lt. W Tone has been em. 
ployed in the engineer department, from the 12th 
of July to the 1Uih of September, 1820, and has 
been allowed 300 dollars extra compensation. 
Lieutenant Samuel Cooper has been employed in 
the adjutant and inspector general’s office from 
the Ist of August, 1818, to the 50th of November, 
1820, and-has received 1000 dollars and 55 cents 
extra compensation. Captain James H. Hook has 
been employed in the office of the commissary 
general of subsistence, andhas received 888 dol- 
Jars and 75 cents extra compensation; and, howe- 
ver strange it may appear, captain Hook, in addi- 
tion to his payand emoluments, and extra compen- 
safion, is employed as superintendant of the re- 
cruiting service near Baltimore, but the particular 
amount paid for this service does‘not appear. In 
the same department, Lieutenant W. P. Yonge, 
trom the 12th July to the 3lst of August, 1820, and 
received 65 dollars and 75 cents extra compensa- 
tion. In the office of the surgeon general, lieuten- 
ant George Templeman, from the 17th of April to 
the 30th of October, 1819, and has received 286 
dollars and 25 cents extra compensation. And 
lieutenant James Lovell, in the same department, 


from the Ist of November, 1819, to the 30th of | 


November, 1820, and has received 493 dollars ex- 
tra compensation. 
‘The committee discover that heutenant W. S. 
Colquohoun is empluyed in some of the public 
offices, but are unable to state how, or where, or 
what extra compensation has been allowed to him. 
The above are the officers of the army, that have 
been employed in the several departments of the 
government, in the city of Washington, most of 


whom yet remain, as the commniitee are informed. 
The statements furnished them shew, that, in addi- 
tion to the pay and emoluments, and extra com- 
pensation, each of the above named officers have 
received pay for.clothing. The committee are un- 
advised of any law to justify it, especially when 
they see neither of them has employed a private 
servant, and for the clothing of whom only, is an 
officer permitted to receive money in lieu of cloth- 
ing. 

in addition to the foregoing brief extracts from 
the statements of the second and third auditors of 
the treasury department, they have received a let- 
ter from the secretary of war, dated the 6th inst. 
explanatory of the principles upon which these 
extra allowances have been made; he remarks, — 
that it appears to have been the practice of the go- 
vernmet, at all times, to allow, under sume shape 
or another, extra compensation to officers detailed 
to perform such extra duties at the seat of govern- 
ment. The committee.are constrained to observe, 
that howeverlong this practice may have continued, 
they have no hesitation im saving it appears to them 
highly improper. For when an officer is detailed 
to perform duties in the departments, such as have 
been described, they cease to render any other; 
when they perform no duties as officers, but merely 
act as clerks, it seems unreasonable to pay themas 
officers, and at tie same time compensation ag 
clerks. When they cease to, perform the func- 
tions of officers, but yet receive their pay and emo- 
Juments, the committee believe they should be con- 
tent, that they ave no legal or equitable claim for 
extra compensation, because extra payment is preé- 
dicated on a supposition that additional duties are 
peifermed, lu the present case the supposed ad- 
-ditional duty is the only service required of them, 
and that, in reality, they perform no duty whatever 
as officers of the army. 

Major Roberdeau, for example, took charge of 
the mathematical instruments in the department 
to which he belonged, and kept them in his office 
for less than one year, and for his service received 
from government 418 dollars 75 cenis, on the sup- 
position that he had rendered important extra du. 
ties. 

The committee do think, that while this officer 
continued in the exercise of tiiis trust, however im- 
portant and responsiole it nay be though‘, and he, 
performing no other duty that the committee are 
apprised of, he ought to have been satisfied with 
his pay and emoluments; they are at a lossto know 
by what rule of law or equity it is, that be has re- 
ceived, first, his pay and emoluments as an officer 
when he perfermed no duty as such, and then extra 
compensation tor the only dutv he did perform. 
The committee are fully persuaded, that either the 
pay and emoluments as an officer, or the extra com- 
pensation for Keeping the mathematical instru- 
ments, should have been omitted, and that both 
ought not to have been paid. 

‘The committee thought it incumbent on them to 
extend their inguiry to the compensation aliowed 
the surgeon general in addition to his salary fixed, 
by law. ‘hey find, from the statement furnished 
by the third auditor, that doctor Joseph Lovell, the 
surgeon general, has been paid,in addition to his 
annual salary, from the Ist of October, 1818, to 
the 30th of September, 1820, for quarters 864 dol- 
lars, and for fuel, for the same period, 452 dollars 
25 cents, making an aggregate of 1,316 dollars 25 
cents. The act of congress establishing the office 
of surgeon general, provides that he shall be allow- 





eda salary of 2,500 dollars, making no provision 
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whatever for any other or extra compensation. 
The committee are surprised that a construction 
should be given to this law by which the surgeon 
general should be enabled to receive compensation 
beyond the limits of his salary, unless they bring to 
their aid the practice, which appears at all times 
to have prevailed, ‘in some shape or another to 
allow tne officers at the seat of government extra 
compensation.” . 

If the word salary has an appropriate meaning, 
it certainly must be a stated or settled hire to the 
person who performs the duties of the office to 
which the salary is attached; no authority in this 
government, except the legislature, is deemed 
competent either to increase or diminish ii. The 
committee are of opinion, that no precedent con- 
trary to law ought or can have a binding a influ-; 
ence. The case of the physician and surgeon ge- 
neral, adyerted to by the secretary of war, was 
erroneous in the beginning, and not an example 
worthy of imitation. one yA 

It is alleged by the secretary of war, in justifi- 
cation of the extra allowance made the surgeon 
general, that it hardly admits of a doubt that he, 
who is liable to be ordered into active service, 
would be entitled to claim public quartersif there 
were such where he might be stationed, and that 
it is clear, he,in common with other officers, has a 
right to. the allowance for them, if he should be 
stationed where quarters cannot be furnished by 
the public. It appearsto the committee this argu 
ment is more specious than solid; the law provides 
that other officers shall receive pay and emolu- 
ments, and enumerates quarters and fuel as arti- 
cles included in the provision intended to be made, 
but in the case of the surgeon general, the law 
provides a salary of 2,500 dollars, which the com- 
mittee think, and which they believe, the legisla. 
ture thought should be in full for all services. If 
the surgeon general would be entitled to quarters 
and fuel when ordered into actual service, it is 
not understood by the committee how his hability 
to be ordered into active service could entitle him 
to compensations for them before that liability had 
attached. If anofficer is entitled to either pay or 
emoluments upon the contingency of being order- 
ed into active service, it seems an arbitrary con- 
struction to grant him either before the happening 
of that contingency. 

In no peint of view can the committee perceive 
the propriety of this allowance, which as yet does 
not appear to be supported even by the authority 
of precedent, and therefore submit the folluwing 
resolution: : i 

Resoiwved, That no officer or other persons em- 
ployed by the government of the United States, 
ought, under any circumstances or pretext what- 
ever, be allowed and paid any other or greater 
compensation than is authorized by law, and that 
the practice which has heretofore prevailed, to 
make extra compensation in certain cases, without 


such authority, is incorrect, and ought to be aban- 
coned. | 








Gold Coin. 


Report of the committee on the currency, on the expe- 
diency of increasing the relative value of the gold 
hereafter to be coined at the mint of the United 
States. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEB. 2, 1821. 
The committee who were directed to enquire into 
the expediency of increasing the relative value of 





gold hereafter to be coined at the min ¢ have at- | 








tended to that subject, and beg leave respectfully 
to report: | 

That they are of opinion the value of American 
gold, compared with silver, ought to be somewhat 
higher than by law at present established. On en- 
quiry, they find that gold coins, both foreign and of 
the United States, have, in a great measure, disap- 
peared, and, from the best calculation that can 
be made, there is reason toapprehe:al they will be 
wholly banished from circulation, and it ought not 
to bea matter of surprize, under our present regu- 
lations that this should be the case. 

There remains no longer any doubt that the gold 
coins of the United States are, by our laws, rated 
at.a value lower than in almost any other country, 
in comparison with that of silver, This occasions 
the goid to be constantly selected, when it can be 
obtained, in preference to silver, whenever requit- 
ed for remittance from this to foreign) countries; 
and, at the same time, prevents those who have oc. 
casion to remit to the United States from doing it 
in gold. Hegce, there is a continual and steady 
drain of that metal from this country, without any 
correspondent return, which must continue while 
there remains any of it among us. The importa- 
tions of it will be confined to small quantities, and 
from countries from which nothing better can be 
obtained. 

There have been coined at the mint of the Unit, 
ed States, nearly six millions of dollars in gold. It 
is doubtful whether any considerable portion of it 
can, at this time, be found within the United States. 
It is ascertained, in one of our principal commercial 
cities, quite in the vicinity of the mint, that the 
gold coin, in an office of discount and deposite of 
the bank United States there lucated, in Nov. 1819, 
amounted to 165,000 dollars, and the silver coin to 
118,000 dollars. That, since that time, the silver 
coin has increased to 700,000 dollars, while the gol 
coin has diminjshed to the sum of 1,200 dollars, one 
hundred only of which is American. And it is stat, 
ed, that the vaults of the state banks in the same 
city, having a capital, in the aggregate, as is be- 
lieved, of nearly eight millions, exhibit a similar 
result. It is scarcely to be doubted, that, on ex- 
amination in the other commercial cities, similar 
additional proof would be furnished. : 

It now becomes a question of serious import, to 
be decided by the nation, whether a gold currency 
be at all desirable, or whether it should wholiy give 
place to silver? By some, a silver currency isceem- 
ed the most eligible. ‘they contend, that ou? cir- 
culating metallic.currency should be ponderous, 
and inconvenient of transmission; that it would, in 
such case, remain in the country and stationary. 

On the other hand, it is believed by your,com-. 
mittee, that a more portable currency may be, on 
many accounts, and, in many instances, must he, 
much more convenient, and in some cases absolute. 
ly necessary. it cannot be denied, that the lighier 
and smaller the currency, in proportion to its value, 
the greater will be the accommodation in the ne- 
gociations betweenthe great extremes of the union. 
In proportion to this facility the price of exchange 
will be lessened: commercial transactions would 
thus be carried on at an enhanced profit to all con- 
cerned. Moreover, in time of war, it will never 
fail to become requisite to make use of specie in 
payments and remittance; and these will be de- 
manded, almost exclusively, at the extreme boarders, 
and frontiers of the union. In such cases, gold fury 
nishes a medium which will not only be light and 
convenient, but which can be transmitted with se. 
crecy, thereby avoiding the risks incident to war 
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and. commotion. Those who carry their recollec- 
tions back to the incidents of the late war, cannot 
fail of being forcibly impressed with this idea. 

Our empire is widely extended, and béecomin 
more so; and, at the same time, sparsely settled. 
The transmission of large sums, especially in time 
of war, if in ponderous silver, must be extremely 
inconvenient, and oftentimes attended with great 
danger. It would seem, therefore, that, as curren- 
cy, the gold coin has, in this country, manifest ad- 
vantages over that of silver. 

But there is another particular not unworthy of 
consideration. We have before stated that the gold 
coins are worth, in foreign countries, more, in com- 
parison with silver, than in our own.* The average 
of this increased value is believed to exceed six 
tenths of a dollar in every fifteen dollars. In Spain 
and Portugal, three half eagles are worth sixteen 
dollars;.in Cuba, seventeen; in the West Indies, 
generally, sixteen; in England, fifteen and one fifth; 
in Holland, fifteen; and in France, fifteen and a half. 
These caleulations may not be precisely as stated, 
but are believed to be nearly accurate. 

In the United States, before tiie establishment of 
the present government, it has heretofore been as- 
certained by a committee of congress, that, by cus- 
tom, the value of gold had been considered as equi- 
valent to about fifteen and six tenths of its weight 
in silver. This, without doubt, arose from finding 
this to be the average of the different values affix- 
ed to the gold in different foreign countries. 

Why it was thought proper, on establishing the 
mint of the United States, te reduce this value to 
tifteen for one, it is not now matenal to enquire. It 
is sufficient to know, from unhappy experience, 


that its tendency is to rid us of a goid currency, and” 


jeave us nothing but silver. 

The merchants, if they have occasion to import 
specie, and cannot obtain silver, are compelled to 
import gold, at a loss of from two to ten per cent. 
if they have a remittance to make, they will, 1f pos- 
sible, exchange silver for gold, as, thereby, they 


will gain from two to ten per cent. according to the | 


value of gold in the country to which the remit. 
tance is to be uade, 

An occurrence, strikingly illustrative upon this 
point, is stated in an elaborate report of a former 
committee, on the subject of the currency, to which 

ur committee would beg leave to refer, as afford- 
ing much useful information on this subject gene- 
raily. The bank of the United States entered into 
a contract with Messrs. Baring & Co of London, 
forthe supply of two millions of dollars in specie, 
in equal parts, as near as migiit be practicable, of 
gold and silver, at the American standard. The 
amotnt wag accordingly furnished: but not a dol- 
lar of it in gold; although gold is the currency of 
Great Britain, and silver is admissible there, as a 
tender, in but very small sums. 

It will, of course, be objected, that if we should 
now render gold four per cent. better, we shall 
thereby put into tl:e hands of its present holders a 
clear nett gain to that amount, provided they hold 
it with an intent to use it in this country. But it 
js not perceived how this will injure the public or 
individuals. And it will not be regretted by the 
benevolent, that individuals should be benefitted, 
if no one be injured. If, however, individual wealth 
be a public blessing, all will be benefitted. At any 
yate, this is an incident utterly unavoidable, to a 
certain extent, in this case. It must be submitted 
to; as, otherwise, a positive national evil, of great 
magnitude, as your committee deem it, must be en- 
countered, 





ln cede 


It will, moreover, be objected, that speculators 
will take advantage of the unwary, .and, ere they 


j will have been apprised 6f the inéreased value of 
g | their gold, will have purchased it of them at the 


former rate. This, however, your committee be- 
lieve, will, in a great measure, be counteracted by 
a provision in the bill accompanying this report, 
that the coin, at its increased value, shall not be a 
legal tender until the Ist of July next. In this way, 
those who would buy it, with a view tospeculation, 
would sustain a loss of interest amounting to nearly 
or quite as much as would otherwise be gained by 
the purchase. 

If it be expedient to adopt the measure in con- 
templation, the present is the moment when it can 
and ought to be done. The longer we continue 
under the present regulation the worse will be our 
condition and the greater the injury we shall have 
sustained. 

Your committee, therefore, in conformity to the 
foregoing sentiments, ask leave to report a bill. 
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District Lotteries. 

Report of the committee for the district of Colum- 
bia, upon the subject of the lotteries which have 
been instituted within the, district, by virtue of 
the act of congress of the $5th May, 1820, to in- 
corporate the inhabitants of the city of Washing- 
ton. : . 

House of Representatives, January 26, 1821. 

The cimmittee on the district of Columbia, to 

_whom was referred a resolution of the house of 
representatives, instructing them to enquire into, 
and report to the house the number of lotteries 
which have been instituted in the district, by vir- 
tue of an act, which passed the 15th of May, 
1820, “to incorporate the inhabitants of the city 
of Washington, and to repeal! all acts heretofore 
‘passed for that purpose;” the objects for which 
the monies are to be raised; the amount of each 
scheme, and the total nominal value of the tickets 
offered for sale; the rate of reduction proposed 
to be made from the prizes; and the gross amount 
of the proceeds of the said lotteries, which will 
come into the hands of the managers; and, also, 
whether the condition of the said act of incorpo- 
ration has been complied with, so far as it re- 
spects the authority to raise money by lotteries;” 
have accordingly, had the said resolution under 
consideration, and respectfully report: 

That, under the act of incorporation referred to 
in the said resolution, one lottery only has been 
authorized by the corporation of the city of Wash- 
ington; but the committee presuming it to have 
been the purpose of the resolution of the house 
of representatives to ascertain how the power to 
raise money by lottery has becn hitherto exerted 





| by the corporation, have extended their enquiry 


to the lotteries authorised by an amendment of the 
former charter of the corporation. 

The terms of that amendment which, as far back 
as the 6th of May, 1812, vested in the city corpora- 
tion the power of raising money by lottery, are, 
in substantial import, the same with those of the 


renewed charter, except that in the latter the dura- - 


tion of this power is limited to ten years. In both 
it is subjected to the control of the president of the 
United States; and every resolution adopted by the 
corporation, in pursuance of this power, has been 
subsequently approved by the president. 

The first resolution of the boards of aldermen 
and common council of the city, in which its legis- 
lative ;«wer is vested by its charter, authorised 
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the raising of ten thousand dollars by lottery, for 
‘building, establishing, and endowing twa public 
school-houses, on the Lancasterian system,” and 
received the approbation of Mr. Madison on the 
23d of November, 1812. _ a 

Seven other resolutions, each giving power to 
raise by lottery a like amount, have eminated from 
the same authority since the above period: one of 
these resolutions having been approved in every 
Subsequent year, except the year 1813; and the 
last, on the 31st of Oct. 1820. 

The three resolutions next following the first, 
add to the objects of public utility, sought to be 


a city hall. 

In pursuance of these resolutions, the managers, 
in whom the corporation vested the power of car- | 
rying their purpose into effect, have contracted, at 
different periods, for the drawing of five lotteries, 
or chasses of a lottery. The first of these authoriz- 
ed the sale of tickets to the amount of one hundred 
and fifty thousand doliars; and, for this, the corpo- 
ration was, by the contract of the managers, with 
the lottery agent, to receive ten thousand dollars: 
but the managers have stated to the committee 
that, owing to a misunderstanding between them- 
selves, and the agent for that class, they have, as 
yet, received no part of that sum. 

From the secend and third classes, authorising 


ani 


ration of the city of Washington has been complied 
with by the corporation, so far as regards the au- 
thdrity to raise money by lottery. 

= 
Legislature of New York. 
Memorial of the representatives of the religious society 
of Friends in New-York, 
To the legislature of the state of New-York, in 
senate and assembly convened. 
The memorial of the representatives ef the reli- 
gious society of friends in the state of New-York 
and parts adjacent, RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, 
That, having observed that a proposition has 
been submitted to the legislature to repeal the act 
of last year, entitled an act to exempt certain per- 
sons therein mentioned from the performance of 
military duty, and to revive and enforce the 42d 
and 43d' sections of the act, entitled an act, ‘io or- 
ganize the militia, passed in 1818; and having per- 
ceived in the course of the discussion thereon, that 
a difference of opinion exists relative to the prin- 
ciples of the society of friends, with respect: to 
military requisitions, your memorialists deem it 
their duty briefly to submit to your consideration 
their sentiments upon the subject. | 
Since they became united as a distinct body, they 
have uniformly espoused and promulgated the doc- 








the sale of a number of tickets of the value of | trine, that war is entirely at variance withthe pre- 


$500,000, the managers have realized 20,000; be- 
ing 10,000 for each class. 


From the fourth class, which is now drawing, 
and the tickets of which amount in gross value to 
$210,000, the managers will have reoeived in the 
course of the ensuing month, 6,666 67; and from 
the fifth class, the tickets of which are computed at 
$400,000, they expect to realize the farther sum 
of 13,333 33, being in all $80,000 from the authori- 
ty granted by the resolutions of eight years. 


Copies of the schemes of these lotteries have 
been submitted to the committee by the mayor of 
the city of Washington, through whom the pre- 
ceding facts have been collected. In all of them 
the rate of reduction from the prizes is fifteen per 
centum. 

_ The committee having reported all the facts cal- 
led for by the resolution of the house of represen- 
tatives; are required to pronounce an opinion on 
the question, “whether the candition of act of cor- 
poration of the city of Washington has been com- 


plied with, so far as it respects the authority to 
raise money by lotteries.” 


_As this question is likely to be involved in a judi- 
cial inquiry, now pending in one or more of the 
courts of the United States, the committee hope to 
be excused by the house for forbearing to express 
any Opinion upon it. They have annexed to this 
report the original correspondence through which 
the preceding facts have been collected; tagether 
with a copy of one of the contracts between the 
managers, appointed by the city corporation, and 
the contractor for drawing one of the lotteries aa- 
thorized by a resolution of the corporation; and 
such extracts from the old and new charters of the 
city of Washington as may serve to illustrate the 
nature and extent of the authority vested in the 
corporation to raise money by lottery; in relation 
to all which they respectfully submit the following 
resolution to the house of representatives:— 


cepts and examples of Jesus Christ, and therefore 
that they consider it unlawful for his followers to 
promote its prosecution in any respect: and, con- 
scientiously entertaining this belief, they cannot 
bear arms or engage in warhke preparations; and 
if they are brought into suffering on their accounts, 
they passively submit to the imprisonment of their 
persons or the seizure of their property. 
Inconsonance with these priner:ples, they be- 
jlicve it also to be their indispensable duty not to 
pay any fine, tax or penalty, in lieu of personal ser- 
vice, or fur an exemption from military requisitions, 
as they consider that such payment would bea 
commutation for an act of which their religious 
principles fordid the performance, and, therefore, 
that it would be entirely inconsistent with their 
religious professions. 

| And they believe that a refusal to comply with 
such pecuniary commutation is equally incumbent 
upon them, whether the money maybe applied to 
warlike or to benevolent or useful jsurposes, as it 
cannot be supposed that a change in the appropria- 
tion of a tax can alter the principle upon_which it 
is levied. 

Having thus briefly adverted to the sentiments of 
Friends on this important subject, yourmemorialists 
are desirous of making afew remarks on the act 
now in force, in respect to its application to the so- 
ciety of which they are members, some of whom 
are now suffering imprisonment under its provi- 
sions. 

They consider that when thé authorities with 
whom such duties are intrusted, are satisfied that 
a person is one of the people called Quakers, no 
demand ought to be made that he should declare by 
affirmation that he is conscientiously scrupulous of 
bearing arms, in as much as the constitution of the 
state has already recognized the principles of the 
jsociety in that respect. Such a requisition ap- 
pears therefore not to'comport with the spirit of 
that instrument. 





Resolved, That it is inexpedient for the house of 
representatives to express any opinion on the ques- 
“ion, whether the condition of the act of incorpo- 


An objectionis also felt to the term “good stand- 
\ing” in the act, as being vague and indefinite; and 
jit is thought that, agreeably to the eonstitution, 
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membership in the society is the ground upon 
which exemption is founded. . : 

The clause in the present act, limiting the ex- 
emption of Friends from military duty to the time 
of peace only, is also deeply affecting to them, as, 
in accordance with their sentiments, they could 
not deviate in any respect from their principles on 
this great subject in time either of peace or war. 
'- Your memorialists therefore respectfully express 
their hope that, amidst the light which has been, 
within a few years, generally diffused on the sub- 
ject of war, the legislature will not take a retro- 
grade step, but that they will so modify the pre- 
sent law as to give that relief which it was inten- 
ded to afford. 

Signed on behalf and by direction of the repre- 
sentatives of the society of Friends, convened at a 
meeting for sufferings, held in New-York, on the 
6th of second month, 1821. 

JEREMIAH THOMPSON, Clerk. 

The foregoing isa simple narrative of religious 
predispositions which is entitled to consideration. 
Pennsyivania has lately exempted Quakers, not 
only from serving in the militia, but from paying 
fines. While it is admitted that the rights of con- 
science should be considered as sacred, there is 
still something due to considerations of safety, 
which demand the services of every citizen in time 
of war; and if all were to plead conscience in favor 
of non-resistance, the hberties of the country 
would be sacrificed. As there is no fear however 
that such principles will generally prevail, and as 
there is no pressing occasion to repeal the section 
in question, in order to subject Quakers to the 
peyment of fines, we trust the question will not 
be pressed.— Editor Wat. Adv. 








Colombia Republic. 


Translated for the Washington Gazette, from the 
*‘Correo de Oronico.”’ 

MANIFESTO TO THE PEOPLE OF COLOMBIA; 
Drawn up by order of the sovereign congress, by its 
president, the hon. Ferdinand de Penalver. 

From the moment that the regency and cortes of 
Cadiz, (regardless of the mediation offered them 
by England), denounced war against the people of 
Colombia, blockaded their ports, and sent Mr. Cor- 
tabarria to Porto Rico, that, underthe false disguise 
of negociator, he might thenceforward kindle civil 
feuds among our provinces; ever since, all political 
and brotherly relations between these countries 
and Spain were broken off. Then a declaration of 
independence became indispensably necessary to 
the. freedom .and safety of men who had learned 
their strength and their rights. It was proclaimed 
by the congresses of New Granada and Venezuela, 
and subsequently ratified by the supreme chief and 
council of state of the republic, on the 20th No- 
vemher, 1818. 

War being proclaimed, and the domineering spi- 
rit of the corics thus-apparent, their disposition was 
jarther displayed in the sham-constitution which 
they have so often tendered to us-as the most gene- 
rous act of the cortes, but in reality the most unjust, 
xs the approbation they gave to breach of faith, to 
ciepredations and atrocity onthe part of theiragents, 
was dishonorable and cruel, 

Nor has Ferdinand VII beena whit more humane 
or just than the cortes. He sends an army, and 


seneral Moriilo at its head, with discretionary pow- 
er, that he might continue without hindrance the 
devastation begun by Boves and Morales; whose 
cruelties this general imitates and even surpasses, | 





drenching New Grenada and Venezuela in blood, 
more particularly the cities of Carthagena and 
Santa Fe, where he caused a vast numberot the most 
illustrious citizens to be led to the scaffold, who 
had awaited his arrival with preparations of festi- 
vity, confiding in the capitulation they had con- 
cluded with Calzada and general La ‘Torre, and in 
the amnesty published by the latter. The letter 
written by this ferocious man to Ferdinand Vil, 
from Mompox, was equally horrible; in which he 
asserts that in order to hold these dominions in 
obedience to his majesty, it was necessary to revive 
the policy of the earlicst times of the conquest; 
which was telling him in plain terms: “It is neces- 
sary to destroy the population of those regions with 
fire and sword, by famine, and by all the toils and 
calamities which inhuman fury suggests, as was 
done by the cortes, the Pizarros, and all the Span- 
ish conquerors, to several millions of hapless} In- 
dians.” : 

These were not the principles of general Morill 
alone, but of the cortes likewise, of Ferdinand VH, 
and of every Spasiard who has warred upon Co- 
lombia. Witness the following facts, too notorious 
to admit of a doubt: 

General Miranda capitulates with Monteverde, 
who, availing himself of the consternation produced 
by the dreadful ravages of the earthquakes, pene- 
trates as far as the vallies of Aragua, the capitula- 
tion is instantly violated, general Miranda himself | 
sacrificed, and above fifteen hundred citizens, the 
most conspicuous in Venezuela, condemned to die 
in dismal dungeons, suffocated by heat, want of air, 
and wretchedness. 

- Zuazola invites the people of Aragua to return 
to their dwellings, because they had not taken part 
in the war of Maturin, and the wretched inhabi- 
tants are inhumgnly butchered; this monster sends 
a load [carga] of ears to Cumana, as a fit present 
for Antonanza, who receives them with salutes of 
artillery and ringing of bells. 

Boves, Morales, Yanes, Calzada and Puy, appear, 
and their savageries fill the world with horror: they 
slay and destroy whomsoever they meet, and final- 
ly Valentia capitulates with Boves and Morales, whe 
swear at the altar, in the presence of God himself, 
to observe the stipulation: and, two days after- 
wards, put more than two hundred persons to the 
sword; they follow up the slaughter for a length of 
time, but how? By enticing with banquets the-very 
persons who were to rise from table in order to 
die by the spear, after toasting reconciliation and 
friendship!’ Deeds so atrocious were approbated 
by Ferdinand and the cortes, and the perpetrators 
rewarded with the rank of generals, or colonels at 
least. 

After so many proofs furnished by Spain, with 
and without the cortes, that it is not happiness, nor 
freedom, nor equality of rights which she offers to 
America, but new thraldom, a new yoke masked 
by a. constitution and cortes, in which thirty Ame- 
rican deputies should sanction by their presence, 
the monopoly, the tyranny, and injustice of a hun- 
dred and forty-nine Spanish delegates, whose in- 
turests*will forever be contrary to those of America. 
After so much perfidy, after such horrors and 
crimes, approved by Ferdinand and its cortes, can 
we place reliance on the promises and words of 
the Spanish government and of Spaniards? Can 
there be amity, can there be union, or a renewal 
of the family relations which existed previously to 
occurrences that have engendered so many resent- 
ments and hatreds, which nought but independence 
can make us forget? And, in fine, can any Colom- 



























oe . rie 
Si S fee Ge (. 
SE OES ee ee 


NILES’ REGISTER---MARCH 3. 1821-~COLOMBIA REPUBLIC. $ 





_ | 





* 





bian listen without indignation to proposals of de-| 


pendency on and union with Spain, be they pro- 
posed under any forms and conditions whatsoever? 

All people possess the right of consulting their 
own welfare; and, if it be necessary to separate 
themselves from the political body with which they 
were united, in order to obtain it, they ought to do 
so where they have an opportunity of greater free- 
dom and happiness, in spurning by force the yoke 
of the oppressor, and may revolt against tyrants 
and tyranny together. And what people on earth 
could so justly sever themselves from the body po- 
litic to which they were joined, as the people of 
Colombia?’ Forthree hundred years the Colombians 
have been slaves, not brothers of the Spaniards; 
Colombia has existed three hundred years, a pa- 
trimony of Spain, who made her sons brook a mo- 
nopoly of commerce, of employments end exclusion 
of every sort; keeping them at the same time de- 
barred from instructing themselves in the arts and 
sciences, navigation and commerce, and isolated 
from the rest of mankind. 

Colombia is separated from Spain by mighty dis- 
tance, and, on this account alone, a state of depen- 
dency incompatible with the happiness to which 
the Colombians aspire. The cortes have exhibited 
instances of tyranny, by depriving the Americans, 
in their constitution, of the just representation that 
belongs to America, which, by her superior popu- 
Jation and incomparable extent of territory ought 
to be greater than that of Spain herself,—by assign- 
ing to the former thirty deputies, and to the latter 
one hundred and forty-nine, for the purpose of 
leaving the fortune of America entirely dependent 
on the will of Spaniards. 

Frightful are the sufferings of Colombia since 
1810, from the iniquitous war declared by the re- 
gency and supported by Ferdinand and the cortes, 
in which Spanish fury has been displayed over Ame- 
rica exactly as it was exhibited at the end of the 
i5th, and during the greater part of the 16th cen- 
tury. The same horrors, the same cruelties, the 
same crimes, and the same devastations have been 
seen and suffered by the Spanish Americans, as the 
Indians felt and witnessed during the conquest, and 
they have beheld the same rewards bestowed on 
the instruments of such desolations, as were con- 
ferred .on the first devastators of America. For 
so Many causes of separation which reason and 
nature exact, there remains no other resort but 
force; and, with its application, will Spain be capa- 
ble of re-establishing her domination m Colombia? 
Things have arrived at a crisis which renders it im- 
possible. ; ! 

In ten years of a wasteful war, supported at the 
expense of every sacrifice which men can make 
for liberty, ali the obstacles have been vanquish- 
ed, that ignorance anc prejudice opposed to the 
invaluable felicity which independence is pre- 
paring for these regions. At the outset of the glo- 
rious struggle, the less enlightened portion of the 
people were afraid of offending heaven if they 
fought for their liberty. The degenerate conduct 
ofthe Spaniards compelled them to reflect on their 
rights and these of Spain, and the very men whom 
ignorance then made traitors to their country, are 
now from conviction its firmest supporters. Diver- 
sity of opinion on the form of government which 
was to be adopted, exposed the state to dangerous 
discussions; now an energetic and central govern- 
ment is established by the unanimous wish of more 


On commencing hostilities, Colombia neither had 
great armies, nor the materials to form them; to- 
day she has skilful generals, expert officers, vete- 
rah soldiers inured to war, and plenty of arms and 
munitions, : 


Many citizens were then afraid to be soldiers; 


‘now they are all in arms, and delight in being so. 


Colombians are no longer what they were; and the 
population of Colombia are a new people, regene- 
rated by aten years’ contest, in which have disap- 
peared those physical and moral disqualifications 
that rendered her independence doubtful, and are 
become worthy and fit to govern themselves, in- 
stead of obeying another’s will, or any sovereignty 
but theirown. | 
When affairs are come to this pass, and the Span- . 
ish army brought over by general Morillo, with its 
numerous reinforcements, is destroyed; when the 
troops whom the king assembled at Cadiz for the 
purpose of aiding it, persuaded that they were 
doomed to perish, as others had, without glory, 
without honor or pay, in a fratricidal war, leaving 
their country drowned in sorrow, and covered with 
mourning, by the horrors of despotism and the in- 
quisition, they rose to save it, and to preserve 
themselves from the cruel destiny that awaited 
them; when a considerable body in the nation has 
learned the righteousness of our resistance, and the 
impossibility of conquering our stedfast resolution 
of perishing, one and all, or being independent; 
when nearly all the Colombians have cast off the 
errors which impelled them into enmity with their 
own freedom and that of their brothers; and, in 
fine, when hatred to the Spanish government has 
been spread through all ranks of citizens, by their 
conviction of its treachery and that of its agents, 
who have never complied with their overtures or 
their treaties, committing treason against honorand 
good faith, despising the laws of nations, with ll 
laws human and divine—the constitutional king 
solicits us to acknowledge him as master, offering 
for the guarantee of our future happiness, the 
cortes and constitution which he has sworn to ob- 
serve; we cannot decline manifesting to Ferdinand 
VII, to Spain, and to the world, that, being con- 
vinced of the justice with which we have defended 
our rights, and of our ability to maintain them as 
long as Spain chooses to continue the barbarous 
she has waged against us, we are resolved’ neither 
to enter into any relation of peace nor of amity 
with the Spanish government, whilst the recogni- 
tion of the sovereignty and independence of the 
republic of Colombia is not made a preliminary ba- 
sis, which is required by the sacrifices made by the 
people of Colombia for ten years—spilling the 
most precious blood of their citizens for the liber- 
ty and happiness of elevating her by independence 
to occupy the place destined to her by nature. 
People of Colombia! The sovereign congress, as 
the organ for expressing your will, has returned 
such answer to the propositions of the Spanish go- 
vernment, as you in mass would have done. Ye 
have marched over the most rugged part of the 
road of independence; ye are united, and ye are 
invincible. Ye have nothing to fear from Spain, 
even if she do not recognize ye as enfranchised 
sons. Whatever new exertions she may make to 
subjugate you, will be but adding: sacrifices new 
and fruitless to those which she has made; but, if 
convinced that it is high‘time to close a war that 





ought never to have been begun, she desires to be 


than three millions of inhabitants, determined to | reconciled to you as equal, and not as tyrant, ex- 


perish or be independent. Division has vanished 
already, and the republic is become invincible. 





terd your arms and say— Spaniards, let us forget all 
that’s fast; we are friends and brothers. But, in the 
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mean while, let not her false promises, her delusive 
cajolery, mislead ye; distrust whatever is told ye; 
always remember the past, lest the treachery of the 
enemy triumph, who wishes to trepan you into 
Slavery, : 
FERDINAND DE PENALVER. 
and 


CONGRESS. 


| . SENATE. | 
February 23. The president laid before the se- 


yiate a letter from the secretary of state, transmit-, 


ting a report on weights and measures, made in 
conformity with a resolution of the senate of the 
3d of March, 1817; and the communication was 
read. 

Agreeably fo notice given yesterday, Mr. Talbot, 
having obtained leave, introduced a bill to provide 
for the due execution of the laws of the United 
States in thestate ef Missouri; and the bill was read. 

Mr. Barbour submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, Yhatthe president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the senate, 
at their next session, whatever information he may 
possess in relation to the execution or violation of 
the laws entitled “An act concerning navigation,” 
passed April 18, 1818, and an act entitled “An act 
supplementary to an act entitled an act concerning 
navigation,” passed May 15, 1820, and whether any, 
and, if any, what additional measures be necessary 
to give full effect to the laws aforesaid. 

The senate resumec the consideration of the 
bill to reduce the military peace establishment, and 
the substitute proposed therefor by the military 
committee ofthe senate. | 

After considerable debate, and some smallamend- 
ments to the bill, it was ordered to be engrossed’ 
and read a third time. After which the senate 


‘ 


Mr. Smith of S. C. saw no good reason for such ® 
proceeding on the patt of the senate—there was 
no difficulty therein about the subject of Missouri, 

&c. He moved that the message should lie on the 
table. Mr. Barbour observed that a little delay 





{ might defeat the object—it was a matter of great 
} importance and he hoped that the senate would act 
{immediately. The course pursued by the other 
} house was not a novelty; and he proceeded briefly 


to advocate the measure. Mr. Smith replied, and 
still asked a little delay, even half an hour, to think 
of the proposition. Mr. Hones urged the senate 
to act directly on the message. Mr. Smith’s mo- 
tion was negatived, and the senate concurred in the 
proposition 29 to 7; and a committee was then ap- 
pointed to meet the committee of the house,consist- 
ing of Messrs. Holmes, of Maine, Roberts, Morrill, 
a Southard, Johnson, of Ky. and King, of 

. ¥. ; 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
further to continue in force, (until June, 1822, ) the 
ark for establishing trading houses with the Indian 
tribes. : 

Mr. Trimble, of Ohio, opposed the bill and the 
present system of the trade, and. proposed to add 
an important section ‘which was lost, 23 to 12.} 
Messrs. Holmes, of Miss. and Johnson, of Ky. sup- 
ported the bill. It was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

The bill for the better regulation of Indian trade 
was next taken up, and, on motion of Mr. Trimble, 
it was, without objection, postponed indefinitely. 

The bill to confirm the claim of the marquis de 
Maison Rouge to a tract of land in Arkansas, was 
-taken up; and after a short time spent in its cunsi- 
deration, it was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, by yeas and nays—yeas 22, nays 9. 
|. Mr. Barbour, from the committee on foreign re- 
lations, reported a bill providing for the adjudica- 


spent some time in executive business, and then} ticn and payment of claims arising under the trea- 


adjourned. 


* February 24. Mr. Eaton laid on the table the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the senate, if any, 
what proceedings have been had in relation to 
any person holding an office under the authority of 
the government, charged with being concerned in 
the introduction of any slave or slaves into the 
United States contrary to the existing laws upon 
the subject; and that he report such evidences and 
opinions connected therewith, not confidently com- 


municated to him, as may be in his possession. 


The resolution submitted yesterday by Mr. Bar- 
dour was taken up and agreed to. 

The bill to continue the charters of certain 
banks in the District of Columbia was taken up, 
and having been amended so as to provide for the 
consolidation of the bank of Alexandria and. the 


bank of Potomac into one bank (according to their] 


own request) the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

' The bill to reduce the military peace establish: 
ment was read the third time, as amended, passed, 
and returned to the other house for concurrence in 
fhe amhendments. 

On the motion of Mr. Holmes, of Maine, the senate 
proceeded to consider the message from the house 
ef representatives, announcing their appointment 
ef a committee to meet such committee as may 


- be appointed by the senate, on the subject of the} 


admission of Missouri into the union; and the ques- 


tion was on concurring with the other house in the 
course proposed, 


ty just ratified between the United States and his 
Catholic majesty; and the bill was twice read by ge- 
neral consent. ¢ 

The senate then again went into the considera- 
tion of executive business, after which, they 

Adjourned 

February 26, Mr. Holmes, of Maine, from the 
joint committee of the two houses of congress, ap- 
pointed on the subject, reported a resolution for 
the admission of Missouri into the union; which 
was read, and, onthe motion of Mr. H. ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Mr. Barbour, from the committee on foreign rela- 
tions, reported a bill authorizing the president of 
the United States to take possession of East and 
West Florida, and establish a temporary govern- 
ment therein, and the bill was twice read, by gene- 
ral consent. 

The senate spent some time in committee of the 
whole on the bill to authorize the appointment of 
certain Indian agents; and the bill having been 
amended, it was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

The engrossed bill to confirm the title of the 
marquis de Maison Rouge, on the application of 
Daniel W. Coxe, to atract of land, (held bv him 
under a Spanish grant, recommended by the *me- 
rican commissioners to confirmation, and cover- 
ing a tract of about thirty leagues square, ) in Loui- 
siana, west of the Mississippi, was read a third time. 

Which, after some opposition, was passed by 
yeas and nays—23 to 8. , 

The engrossed bill fiether to extend the act es- 
tablishing trading houses with the Indian tribes, 
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and. the engrossed bill to extend the charters of harmony and concession on this momentous sub~ 
certain banks in the district of Columbia were se-} ject,— 


verally read the third time, passed, and, with the 


Vhe question was taken on ordering the resolu<. 


preceding bill, sent to the other house for concur- | tion to be read a third time, and was decided in the 


rence. 
The senate then went into committee of the 


affirmative, by the following vote: 


YEAS.—Messrs. Barbour, Chandier, Eaton, Elliott, Gaillard, 


Py : of Miss. Horsey, Honter, J 
whole, Mr. Horsey in the chair, on the bill providing Page of Maine, Holmes eet wo ae 


Johnson, of Lou. King, of Alab, Lowrie, Morril, Parrott, 


for the adjudication and payment of claims arising | Pieasants, Roberts, Southard Stokes, Talbot, ‘Taylor, Thomas, 


Van Dykes Walker, of Aiab. Williams, of Miss. Williams, of 


under the treaty with Spain; and proceeded to fill} 72) ~ 


the blanks theréin.: 


NAYS.—Messrs, Dana, Dickerson, King, of N. York, Knight, 


The compensation of the commissioners was fixed | Lanman, Macon, Mills, Noble, Otis, Palmer, Ruggles, Sanford, 


at 3000 dollars per annum, and that of their secre- 


Smith, Tichezor, Trimble-—15. 


A motion was made to read the resolution a 


tary, who is to be skilled in the French and Spa- third time forthwith, but it was objected to, and, 


nish languages, at 2000. 


under the rule of the senate, of course, it could not 


The bill being reported to the senate was order-| 1. done. 


ed to be-engrossed fo a third reading. 
* Mr. Pinkney communicated to the senate, a re-} 
port adopted by the legislature of Maryland, in fa- 
vor of allowing to those states which have had no 
appropriations of public land, for the purposes of 
education, such appropriations as will correspond, 
in a just proportion, with those heretofore made 
in favor of the other states, with resolutions re- 
questing the senators and representatives of Mary- 
land, in congress, to endeavor to procure the pas- | 
sage of an act to carry the views of the report 
into effect; and the said document was laid on the 
table. 

The bill to authorize the president of the United 
States to have certain boundaries designated and 
marked, (between the states and territories north 
west of the Ohio,) was taken up in committee of 
the whole, where it underwent some amendment, 
and was ordered te be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. . 

e he bill for the relief of Matthew M’Nair, was 
considered and discussed in committee of the whole, 
and was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing; as was also the bill to establish a port of entry 
at Blakely. 

The senate then again went into the considera- 
tion of executive business. 

And then adjourned. * 

February 27. After other business—Several 
committees were discharged from various subjects 
on which it was not their intention to make any 
favorable report. ! 

The following engrossed bills were severally 
read the third time, passed, and sent to the other 
house for concurrence, viz: 

The bill to authorize the president to cause to be 
surveyed and designated certain boundaries; 


‘The bill providing for the settlement and pay-|? 


ment of certain claims arising under the treaty with 
Spain; 
The bill to establish the district of Blakely; and 
The bill authorizing the appointment of certain 
indian agents. 
A number of private bills were passes through 
acommittee of the whole, and ordered to be read 
a third time. 7 
The resolution from the other house, to suspend 
the recruiting service, was considered and ordered 
to be read a third time. 
The resolution which passed the other house last 
evening, to admit the state of Missouri into the 
union, was received, and read twice by general 
consent. 
The senate then proceeded to consider the said 
resolution, 7 
After an unsuccessful attempt by Mr. Maconsto 
strike out the condition and proviso, which was 
negatived by a large majority, and a few remarks 


Tucker gave rise to much debate. 


The senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


The case of commodore Tucker. 

The bill for granting a pension to com. Samuel 
The gentle- 
men who spoke on the subject, in the honse of re- 
presentatives, were erroneously arranged, by ac- 
cident, in the National Intelligencer. They ought 
to have been erranged thus: 

_ For the bill--Messrs, Montgomery, Fuller, Pinck- 
ney. 

Azxainst the bill—Messrs. Metcalf, Cobb, Hardin, 
Little, fucker, °f Va. : 
The bill was supported on the ground of the 
great merit of commodore Tucker as a warrior of 
the revolution, and his present reduced circum- 
stances. The objections were two-fold: Ist, on 


] the score of hostility to pensions in general, on any 


other principle than that of wounds or disability 
incurred in service; and, 2dly, to paying out of a 
fund, (the nary pension fund), created since the 
adoption of the constitution, a pension for revolu. 
tionary services. To the first objection, it was re- 
plied, that this case was very similar in principle 
to that of gen. Stark, and to other cases in which 
pensions had been granted for services, and not for 
disability; and to the second, that the act creating 
the navy pension fund contained a provision that 
the surplus thereof should be applied to objects of 
this description, and that there was ne reason for 
discriminating between our naval heroes, whether 
they served before or after the passage of that act; 
being in the one case or the other entitled to stand 
on the same footing. 

These were the general grounds of argument, 

roand con, The yeas and nays on the finakpassage 
of the bill were as follow: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, of Mass. Allen, of N. Y. Baldwin, 
Bateman, Bayly, Beecher, Bloomficld, Brush, Butler, of Lou. 
Campbell, Case, Clark, Clay, Crawford, Crowell, Cushman, Dane, 
Darlington, Dennison, Dickinson, Edwards, of Pen. Eustis, Fay, 
Folger, Ford, Forrest, Fuller, Gorham, Gross, N. Y. Heckles, 
Hemphill, Hendricks, Herrick, Hill, Hobart, Jones, of Ten. Kinsey, 
Kinsley, Lathrop, Lincoln, Maclay,MeCreary, MeCujlough,Mallary, 
Meech, Meigs, Mercer, Monell, Montgomery, S. Moore Morton, 
Moseley, Murray, Neale, Nelson, of Va. Newton, Parker, of Mass. 
Pinckney. Pitcher, Reed, Ringgold, Kogers, Russ, Sergeant, Silshee. 
Simnkins, Sloan, Smith, of Md. Street, Strong, of Vt. Strong, of N. 
Y¥. Udree, Van Rensselaer, Walker, Wallace, Whitman—77. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Allen, of Ten. Anderson, 
Archer of Md. Archer, of Va. Baker, Ball. Barbour, Biackledge, 
Boden, Brevard, Brown, Bryan, Buffum, Cannon, Clagete, Cobb, 
Cocke, Crafts, Cuthbert, Davidson, Dewitt, Earle, Eddy, Edwards, 
of N. C, Floyd, Foot, Garnett, Gray, Gross, of Pen. Hall, of N. Y. 
Hardin, Hibsiman, Hooks, Hostetter, Jackson, Johnson, Jones, of 
Va. Kent, Little, Livermore, MeCoy, McLean, of Ken. Marchand, 
Metcalf, R. Moore, T. L. Moore, Parker, of Va. Patterson. Plumer, 
ry Rhea, Rich, Richards, Robertson, Russ, Shaw, A. Smyth, 
of Va. Smith, of N. C. Southard, Stevens, Swearjugen, Terrell, 
Tomlinson, Tracy, Trimble, Tecker, of Va. Tucker of S, C. Tyler, 
Upham, Wendover Williams, of Va. Williams, of N.C. Wood—75. 

Friday, Feb. 23. The engrossed biil making 


appropriations for the support of the navy of the 





by Mr. Barbour, in support of the expediency of| United States for the year 1821, and the engrossed 
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bill to authorize the building of light houses on 
(ross and Pond Islands, in the harbor of Booth bay, 
and at the mouth of Oswego river, and placing 
buoys off the Shoals of Nantucket and Vine-Yard 
Sound, near the harbor of Wickford, and.on the 
Altamaha river, and for other purposes, were read 
a third time, passed, and sent to the senate for 
concurrence. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the treasurer of the United States, transmitting 
the annual statements of his accounts; which were 
ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Southard, the committee of 
the whole was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the bill te continue in force the act 
for regulating trade and intercourse with the In- 
dian tribes; and, a motion of Mr. Tracy to lay the 
bill on the table having been negatived, the bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The house then, on motion of Mr. Crowell, again 
resolved itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. 
Allen, of New-York, in the chair, on the bill for the 
relief of purchasers of the public lands priorto the 
Ist July, 1820. 

Mr. WM’ Coy had moved te strike out so much of 
the bill as permits a conditional surrender to the 
United States of the land purchased; so much as 
dispenses with interest on the money due for lands; 
and so much as makes a deduction, in certain cases, 
of twenty-five and thirty-seven and a half per cent. 
from the amount of the debt. 

This motion gave rise to a wide debate on the 
merits of the bill, in the course of which the prin- 
ciple of the bill was supported and opposed by the 
following gentlemen: 

For the bill—Messrs. Anderson, Brush, Hendricks, 
Jones, Clay. 

Against the bill—Messrs. Hardin, Culpepper, 
Alien, of Ten. McCoy. 

The question being taken on Mr. W’Coy’s mo- 
fidn, it was negatived by a large majority. 

Mr. Anderson moved to strike out that clause of 
the bill which proposes to allow an absolute reduc- 
tion of thirty-three per cent. on the amount due by 


the debtors, and so to amend the bill as to confine | 


the discount to those who should make prompt pay- 
ment of the whole sum due. | 

This proposition brought on a long debate, in 
which Messrs. Beecher, Jones, Cook, Hardin, Ser- 
geant, Anderson, and Clay, joined. 

The amendment was finally negatived—ayes 55, 
naes 62. 

Several propesed amendments being rejected, 
the committee rose and reported the bill without 
amendment. : 

An unsuccessful motion was made to lay the bill 
on the tabic, with the view, (it being late), of re- 
ceiving the report of the tellers relative to the ap- 
pointment of the committee on the subject of Mis- 
souri, (in examining the ballots for.which the tellers 
had been employed nearly four hours. ) 

Mr. Hardin then renewed the motion he made in 
committee to amend the bill; when, a motion to 


that effect prevailing — 
The bill and proposed amendment were laid on 


the table. 

Mr. Archer, of Va. then reported that the tellers 
appointed to examine the ballots given for a com- 
mittee of 23 members on the Missouri subject, ac- 
cording to the resolution of yesterday, had ‘per- 
formed that duty—the result of which ballot he 
delivered in. 


only had a majority of the ballots given and were 
elected, viz: 

Messrs. Clay, of Ky. Cobb, of Geo. Hill, of Maine, 
Barbour, of Va. Storrs, of N. Y. Cocke, of Tenn. 
Rankin, of Miss. Archer, of Va. Brown, of Ky. Ed- 
dy, of R.I. Ford, of N. Y. Culbreth, of Md. Hack- 
ley, of N. Y.S. Moore, of Pa. Stevens, of Con, Ro 


| gers, of Pa. Southard, of N. J. 


Seventeen only being elected, there remained 
six members yet to be appointed. 

Mr. Clay moved, as the operation of balloting 
again to-morrow would be tedious and create de- 
lay, that the house agree, by general consent, to 
select the remaining six members from those hav- 
ing received the next highest number of votes. 

It was also suggested that the speaker appoint 
the remaining six—and the speaker having intimat- 
ed to the house that if the duty develved on him, 
he should, from asense of propriety, make the ap- 
}pointment from the names standing next highest to 
those elected, on the list—the latter course was 
concurred in by the house, Mr. Clay having with- 
drawn his motion, in favor of that course. 

It appeared then that the five following gentle- 
men are also elected on the committee, being the 
next highest on the list: 

Messrs. Darlington, of Pa. Pitcher, of N. Y.Sloan, 
of Ohio, Gross, of N. Y. Livermore, of N. H. 

After these Messrs. Randolph and Baldwin were 
next highest on the list, and having an equal num- 
ber of votes, it remains for the speaker to desig- 
nate the genticman who shall make the 23d mem- 
ber of the committee. 

. The house then adjourned. 


Saturday, Feb. 24. Mr. Randolph, Mr. Baldwin, 
and Mr. Smith, of N.C. were appointed, in addition 
to those already named, to be of the joint commif- 
tee on the Missouri subject; the first of these to fill 
up the number of the committee, and the two last to 
supply the vacancies occasioned by the resignation 
of Mr. Livermore and Mr. Gross, of New-York, 
who were excused from serving on the committee. 


Mr. Sergeant presented a memorial of Richard 
W. Meade, a citizen of the United States, and for- 
merly a merchant residing in Cadiz, in Spain, set- 
ting forth the nature and extent of his demands 
against the government of that country, and pray- 
ing that, in such act or acts as may be passed for 
carrying into effect the stipulations contained in 
the treaty concluded and signed between the Unit- 
ed States and Spain, on the 22d of February, 1819, 
and ratified, and the ratifications exchanged on the 
22d instant, provision may be made for paying, 
without deduction, his claims, which have been 
liquidated and acknowledged by the government of 
that country, amounting to $401,153 33, according 
to the obligation of good faith contracted by the 
United States to Spain, under the express stipula. 
tions of the treaty aforesaid; and the petition was 
referred to the committee on foreign affairs. 


Mr. Smith, of Md. from the committee of ways 
and means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the support of the military establishment for 
the current year; which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Velson, of Va. from the committee on the 
subject of abolishing imprisonment for debt on pre- 
cess issued from the courts of the United States, 
reported a bill to provide for that object; which _ 
bill was twice read and commi‘ted. 

The engrossed bill to continue in force the bill 





It appeared that 157 members had been voted 
fér—but that the following seventeen gentlemen ; 


to establish trading houses with the Indian tribes, 
was read a third time. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Rankin, to recommit 
the bill to the committee on Indian affairs, with in- 
siructions to report a bill for winding up the pre- 
sent establishments on the 1st day of September 


‘next. 


After debate, the motion to recommit prevailed 
by a large majority. _ 

The engrossed bill authorizing the secretary of 
state to issue a patent to Thomas Oxley, was read 
a third time, passed, and sent to the senate for con- 
currence. 

On motion of Mr. Baldwin, the house resolved 
itself into a committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, to take into consideration the bill laying 
a duty on sales of merchandise at auction. 

Out of this bill grew a debate which lasted the 
whole day. Mr. Smith, of Md. moved to strike out 
the proposed duty of ¢wo per cent. in order to in- 
sert a duty of one per cent. 

This motion was supported by Mr. Smith, of Md. 
Mr. Silsbee, and Mr. Gorham, and opposed by Mr. 


Baldwin, Mr. Sergeant, Mr. Meigs, and Mr. Foot. 


Mr. Nelson, of Va. being hostile to the whole bill, 
moved to strike out the first section; and then the 
committee rose, and the house adjourned. 


Mond.y, Feb. 26. Mr. Newton, from the commit- 
tee on commerce, to which was referred the bill 
from the senate further to establish the compensa- 
tion of officers employed in the collection of du- 
ties on imports and tonnage, and for other purpo- 
ses, reported the same with sundry amendments, 
which were read and concurred in. 


Mr. Smith, of Md. from the committee of ways and 
means, reported a bill to authorize the president 
of the United States to borrow a sum not exceeding 
4,500,060 dollars; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

A message was received from the president of the 
United States, transmitting an annual return of the 
militia of the United States, prepared by the adju- 
tant and inspector general, conformably to the mili- 
tia laws on that subject; which was ordered to he 
on the tabie, 


Mr. Clay, from the joint committee appointed on 
the Missouri subject, reported the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
ef the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That Missouri shall be admitted into this union on 
an equal footing with the original states m all re- 
spects whatever, upon the fundamental condition, 
that the fourth clause of the twenty-sixth section 
of the third article of the constitution submitted on 
the part of said state to congress shall never be 
construed to authorize the passage of any law, and 
that no law shall be passed in conformity thereto, 
by which any citizen of either of the states in this 
union shall be excluded from the enjoyment ef any 
of the privileges and immunities to which such ci- 
tizen is entitled under the constitution of the Unit- 


' ed States: Provided, that the legislature of the said 


state, by a solemn public act, shall declare the as- 
sent of the said state to the s.id fundamental con- 
dition, and shall transmit to the president of the 
United States, on or before the fourth Monday in 
November next, an authentic copy of the said act; 
upon the receipt whereof the president, by pro- 
clamation, shall announce the fact: whereupon, and 
without any further proceeding on the part of con- 
gress, the admission of the said state inte this union 
shall be considered as complete. 

The said resolution was twice read, and ordered 
to lie on the table, on motion of Mr. Clay, with the 


— 


avowed intention of calling for its consi ion i 
the course of this day. P ne 

The house then proceeded to the consideration 
of the bill for the relief of certain purchasers of 
public lands. 

_ [After many proposed amendments had been re. 
jected, the house manifesting a determination to 
pass the bill as it came from the senate]— 

Mr. Cannon moved to amend the bill so as to ai- 
low to those who purchased lands at a rate less than 
three dollars per acre the same discount as is allow- 
ed to purchasers above that rate, and to reduce that 
discount from thirty-three and a third per cent. to 
twenty-five per cent. 

This amendment was supported by Mr. Canzon, 
and spoken upon by Mr. Hendricks and Mr. Hardin, 
and was agreed to, 69 to 53. 

Mr. Anderson then moved to amend the bill, 
(since the system of the senate had been broken 
in upon) so as to strike out all that proposes an ab- 
solute reduction of twenty-five per cent. on the 
amount due by each purchaser of public land, his 
object being to substitute forit an allowance of dis- 
count for prompt payment. 

This motion was opposed by Mr. Clay, and sup- 
ported by Mr. Anderson, Mr. Fuller, and Mr. Codd. 
The vote thereon was as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Ahbot, Alexander, Allen, of Mass. Allen of Tenn 
Anderson, Archer, of Md. Ball, Barbour, Bateman, Bloomfield, 
Bryan, Buffum, Case, Cobb, Cocke, Culbreth, Culpepper, Cuthbert, 
Davidson, Dennison, Dewitt, Dickinson, Eddy, Edwards, of N. Cc. 
Fisher, Floyd, Folger, Foot, Gray, Guyon, Hall, of N. Y. Hardin. 
Hibshman, Hiil, Hooks,Hostetter, Little, Livermore,Maclay, M’Coy, 
MeCreary, McLean, of Ky. Mercer, Metcalf, Monell, Montgomery, 
S- Moore, T. L. Moore, Morton, Murray, Neale, Nelaon, of Mass. 
Parker, of Mass. Parker, of Va. Phelps, Philson, Pinckney, Plamer 
Rankin, Reed, Richards, Robertson, Rogers, Russ, wel od Silsbee, 
Simkins, Southard, Stevens, Storrs, Terrill, Temiinson, Tracy, 
Trimble, Tucker, of Va. ‘Tucker, of S. C. Udree, Walker, Warfield : 
Wendover, Williams, of Va. Williams, of N. C. Wood.—83. , 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, of N. Y. Baker, Baldwin, Ba ly 
Beecher, Blackledge, Boden, Brush, Butler, of Lou. Camp ' 
Cannon, Clark, Clay, Cook, Crowell, Cushman, Dane, Darlington, 
Edwards, of Con. Edwards, of Penn. Eustis, Fay, Ford, Fuller, Ger- 
bam, Gross, of N.Y. Gross, of Pen. Hackley, Hemphill, Hendricks 
Herrick, Hobart, Jackson, Johnson, Jones, of Va. Jones. of Ten. 
Kendall, Kinsey, Lathrop, Lineoln, M’Cullough,Mallary,Marehand 
Meech, R. Moore, Moseley, Nelson, of Va. Newton, Patterson, 
Pitcher, Rhea, Rich, Richmond, Ringgold, Ross, Sergeant, Shaw, 
Sloan, Smith, of N. 5. Smith, of Mad, A. Smyth, of Va. Smith, of 

- C. Street, Strong, of Vt. Strong, of N. Y.Swearin Ty- 
ler, Van Runsecleae-76, 4 gsr ac 


Some further proceedings being had—it was 
agreed to postpone the furcher consideration of the 
subject, to take up the resolution concerning the 
admission of Missouri: when— ‘ 

Mr. Clay briefly explained the views of the com- 
mittee and the considerations which induced them 
to report the resolution. He considered this reso- 
lution as being the same in effect as that which had 
been previously reported by the former committee 
of thirteen members; and stated that the committee 
on the part of the senate was unanimous, and that 
on the part of this house nearly so, in favor of this 
resolution. te 

Mr. Adams, of Massachusetts, delivered his objec- 
tions to the resolution, on the ground of the defect 
of power in the congress of the United States to 
authorize or require the legislature of a state, once 
admitted into the union, to do the act proposed by 
this resolution to be demanded of the legislature 
of Misso:ri. 

Mr. Brown, of Ky. replied to the arguments of 
Mr. Adams, and defended the resolution from the 
objections set up against it. He earnestly invited 
the house to support the resolution, and thus to end 
the distracting and painful controversy respecting 
Missouri. 

Mr. Adams spoke in explanation. ; 

Mr, Allen, of Massachusetts, next obtained th 





floor, and delivered his sentiments with much ear. 
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nestness, and pretty much at large, in opposition to 
the resolution, on the ground as well of its terms, 
as of hostility to the toleration of slavery in any 
shape, or under any pretence, by the legislation of 
congress, 

[During the progress of this speech, Mr. Allen 
was called to order by Mr. Trimble, because discus- 
sing not the question before the house, but a ques- 
tion decided at the last session. The speaker, how- 
ever, overruled this objection. ] 

Mr. Allen concluded by moving to amend the re- 
solution by striking out the word citizen, wherever 
it occurs in the resolutjon, as above printed, and to 
jasert in lieu thereof “free negro or mulatto.” 

Mr. 2..Moore, of Penn. then required the previ- 
ous question, believing that this subject had been 
so long debated, as to require that.it be decided, in 
one way or another, without further consumption 
of the time of the house. 

Ninety-five members having risen to second this 
motion, and the yeas and nays having been requir- 
ed thereon by Mr. Randolph— 

The question was stated in the following form: 
‘«‘Shall the main question be now pui2’ and was decid- 
éd as follows: 

For the previous question 109 
Against 50 

The main question was then accordingly put, viz. 
“Shali the resolution bc engrossed and read a third 
time?” and decided as follows: 

For the third reading 86 
Against it 82 

The resolution was then ordered to be read a 

third time:¢/is day, but’ not without considerable 


- opposition. 


The resolution was accordingly read a third time, 
and put on its passage. ; 
Mr. Randolph, ina speech of some twenty mi- 
nutes, delivered the reasons why he should not vote 


+ for the resolution: 


The final question was then taken on the reso- 
lution, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 
¥YEAS—~—Messrs. Abbot, Alexander, Allen, Tenn. Andersen, Ar- 


. @her, Md. Archer, Va. Baldwin, Bail, Barbour, Bateman, Bayly, 


Blackledge, Bloomfield, Brevard, Brown. Bryan, Butler, Lou. Can- 
non, Clark, Clay, Cobb, Cocke, Crawford, Crowel:, Culbreth, Cul- 
epper, Cuthbert, Davidson, ang Edwards, N. C. Fisher, Floyd, 
Pork, Gray, Guyon, Hackley, Hail, N. C. Hardin, Hill, Hooks, 
Jackson, Johnsen, Jongs, Va. Jencs, Ten. Little, McCoy, MeDevery. 
McLean, Ky. Meigs, Mercer, Metcalf, Montgomery, S. Moore, T. L. 
Moore, Neale, Neilson, Va. Newton, Overstreet, Pinckney, Rankin, 
Reid, Rhea, Ringgold, Robertson, Rogers, Sawyer, Settle, Shaw, 
Simkins. Smith, N. J. Smith, Md. A. Smyth, Va. Smith, N. C. South- 
ard, Stevens, Storrs, Swearingen, Trimble, Terre], Tucker, Va. 
Tucker, S.C. Tyler, Udree, Walker, Warfield, Williams, Va. Wil- 
liams, N. C.—872 ¢ 
NAYS.—Messrs. Adams, Allen,.of Mass. Allen, of N. Y. Baker, 
Beecher, Boden, Brush, Buffum, Butler, N. H.-Campbel, Case, 
Clagett, Cook, Cushman, Dane, Darlington, Dennison, Dewitt, 
Dickinson, Edwards, Gon. Edwards, Pa. Eustis, Fay, Folger, Foot, 
Forrest, Fuller, Gorham, Gross, N. Y. Gross, Pa. Hall, N, ¥. Hemp- 
hill, Hendricks, Herrick, Hibshnan, Hobart, Hostetter, Kendall, 
Kinsey, Kinsley, Lathrop, -Linccin,, Livermore, Maclay, McCul- 
Jough, Mallary, Marchand, Me » Monell, R. Moore, Morton, Mose- 
ley, Murray, Nelson, Mass. Parker, Mass. Patterson, Phelps, Phil- 
son, Pitcher, Plumer, Randolph, Rich, Richards, Richmond, Ross, 
Russ, Sergeant, Silsbee, Sloan, Street, Strong, Vt. Strong, N, Y. 
‘Tarr, Tomlinson, Tracy, Upham, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Wen- 
dover, Whitman, Wood.—81. 
So the resolution was passed, and ordered to be 


sent to the senate for concurrence. 

And the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 27. Mr. A. Smyth, from the com- 
mittee on military affairs, to which had been refer- 
red the amendments of the senate to the bill to re- 
duce the military peace establishment, reported the 
same with sundry amendments thereto—one of 
which was a section adopting for the government 
of the army and militia, when in service, the sys- 
tem of regulations for the army, compiled by maj. 
gen. Scott—the other amendments were of a minor 
character. 


The amendments reported by the military com- 
mittee were severally agreed to. — 

Mr, Cocke moved to strike out of the senate’s 
amendments the provision for “one major-general, 
with two aids-de-camp;” which motion was sup- 
ported by Messrs. Cocke, Foot, Cobb, Hardin, Little, 
Mallary and R. Moore, on principle and expedi- 
ency; and it was opposed by Messrs. Barbour, Storrs, 
Clay and WVelson, of Va. on the ground that, as the 
senate had made the amendment, they would pro- 
bably adhere to it; that if disagreed to by this house, 
it might put the whole bill in jeopardy; that mucha 
would still have been done in the way of retrench- 
ment, even if this provision passed, and it would be 
better not to endanger the bill by rejecting this 
provision. Mr. Kinsey opposed the motion on prin- 
ciple, deeming a major general necessary to make 
the proposed system perfect and fully efficient. 
After an ineffectual call, by Mr, Welson, of Va, for 
the previous question—the debate having continu. 
ed some time— 

The question was taken on striking out the pros 
vision for the major-general, and was negatived, by 
yeas and nays as follows: 

For striking out 73 
Against it 79 

Mr. Smith, of Md. moved to strike out the pro« 
vision “for one judge advocate, with a salary of 2000 
dollars;” and the motion was agreed to without a 
division. : 

Mr. Cannon then moved so to amend the amend- 
ments of tHe senate, as, instead of four regiments of 
artillery and seven regiments of infantry, to reduce 
‘the number of regiments to ¢wo of artillery and four 
of infantry, and to make the companies consist of 
84, instead of 42men. After some remarks by Mr. 
C. in support of his amendment, 

The motion was negatived without a division. 

The amendments of the senate, as amended by 
this house, were then agreed to; and ordered to be 
be returned to the senate for concurrence in the 
amendments of this house thereto. 


The house then resumed the consideration of the 
bill for the relief of the purchasers of the public 
lands--the merits of which, and of certain amend- 
ments, were discussed at considerable length. Fi- 
nally, the bill, with its amendments, was ordered to 
be read the third time to-morrow. 

Several bills from the senate were read and refer-. 
red. 


Mr. Storrs, from the joint committee appointed 
on the subject, made a report of the business which 
it was deemed proper for congress to act on at tha 
present session. 


Mr. Velson, of Va. from the committee on foreign 
relations, reported a bill for carrying into execution 
the recent treaty between the United States and 
Spain; which was twice read and committed. 


On motion of Mr. Vewton, the house proceeded 
to the consideration of the bill to exempt French 
ships from certain duties. 

Mr. Newton explained the object of the bill. By 
the original act, time enough had not been allowed 
to give notice to French vessels of the passage of 
the act; in consequence of which, a few vessels had 
found their way into our ports, and the extraordina~- 
ry duty had thus been levied in cases not intended 
by the act. This bill was to provide for a remis- 
sion of the amount of extra duty in such cases. 

After some remarks from several members, the 
bill was ultimately passed, without a division. 

Mr. Baldwin then moved that the house do.re- 





solve itself into a committee of the whele, to take 
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into consideration the bill laying a duty on sales at 

auction. This motion was negatived, 59 to 43. ° 
The house then, on motion of Mr. Barbour, of 

Va. resolved itself into a committee of the whole, 


on the bill to amend the act for the gradual increase } policy, and 


of the navy, so as to reduce the annual appropria- 
tion therefor from one million to half a million of 
dollars per annum, and extend the term of appro- 
priation from three to six years, Mr. Allen, of Mass. 
in the chair— 

After some remarks from Mr. Barbour and Mr. 
Fuller, the bill was ordered to lie on the table till 
to-morrow. : : ; 

Mr. Williams, of N. C. with a view to acting on 
the great mass of private bills before the house, 
moved that the house now have a recess of two 
hours, with a view to acting on business of that de- 
scription on meeting again. This motion was ne- 
gatived, 49 to 46. 


On motion of Mr. Smith, of Md. the bill further 
to amend the several acts relative to the treasury, 
war, and navy departments, was taken up and or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


On motion of Mr. Cannon, the bill for the relief 
of Robert Purdy was passed through a committee 
of the whole; when 

Mr. Cobb moved to postpone the bill indefinitely. 
This motion gave rise to debate, in which Messrs. 
Cobb, Moore, Cannon, Ross, McCoy, Rhea, Cocke, 
Metcalf, Culpepper, Baldwin, and Williams, of N.C. 
took part. {From the debate, it appears that this 
bill proposes to indemnify col. Purdy from a judg- 
ment obtained against him by an individual, who 
was the keeper of a disorderly house on the skirts 
of an encampment of the army, which house, in 
order to preserve the discipline of the army, col. 
P. had caused to be destroyed.] 

The vote being taken on the question of indefi- 
nite postponement, was decided in the affirmative, 
57 to 47. So the bill was rejected. 

And the house adjourned. 


Wednesday, Feb. 28. Various reports, kc. were 
received, which slrali be noticed in their progress | 

Mr. Xent, from the committee on the District of 
Columbia, reported, without amendment, the bill 
from the senate for continuing the charters of cer. 
tain banks in the District of Columbia. 

{This bill provides for the continuation of the 
charters of the Bank of the Metropolis, the Bank 
of Washington, the Patriotic Bank in the city of 
Washington, the Union Bank, the Farmers’.and Me- 
chanics’ Bank, the Bank of Columbia, in George- 
town; the Bank of Alexandria, and the Farmers’ 
Bank, in Alexandria, until the year 1836. It autho- 
izes the consolidation of the Union Bank of: Alex- 
andria with the Bank of Potomac, and extends the 
the charter of the said united bank to the same 
term as the others. The Central Bank is allowed 


to proceed forthwith to liquidate and close all the | ra 
concerns of the corporation, and for that purpose 


its corporate authority is continued for five years. ] 
This bill, after opposition, was read a third time 
and passed. 
_Mr. Southard reported an amendment to the In- 
dian trade bill, to the following effect— 
“That the secretary of war shall cause to be dis. 
posed of at public sale, all the property, now be- 
longing to thé United States, employed in the In- 
dian trade, and the proceeds thereof to be paid into 
the public treasury; and that, from the first day of 


Which was agreeed to—and, after debate, th© 
bill was laid on the table. In the course of the re- 
marks upon it, Mr. Floyd said, that the Choctaws 
had fairly retorted on the United States their own 
got possession, by treaty, of about one 
third of the whole of the population of the territo. 
ry of Arkansaw. 


Mr. Phelps, from the select committee on the ge- 
neral post office, made a long report--which shall 
be inserted hereafter, 

The bills which yesterday and to-day passed the 
senate, originating in that house, were received, 
severally twice read, and committed. 

The bill from the senate to extend the chartess 
of certain banks in the district of Columbia, was 
read the third time and passed—ayes 74, noes 34. 
The engrossed bill further to amend the several 
acts relative to the treasury, war and navy depart- 
ments was read the third time, passed and sent te 
to the senate for concurrence. : 


The bill from the senate, for the relief of the 
purchasers of public lands, was read the third time, 
as amended by this house, and passed, by yeas an@ 
nays, as follows: 






YEAS.—Mesgrs. 

Adams Ford ¥ Mosely 

Abbot Fuller Murray 
Alexander Gorham Neale ~ 

Allen, of Masss Gross, of N. ¥3 Nelson, of Mast, 
Allen, of N. Y. Hackley Nelson, of Va. 
Anderson Hardin Patterson 

Baker Hemphill Pinckney 
Baldwin * Hendricks Plamer 

Ball _ Herrick Rankin 

Beecher Hill Rhes . - 
Bloomfield Hooks ich 
Brown Jackson 

~ ol ner ma 

utler, o ° nes, Rogers 

Campbell Kendall Ross 

Cannon Kent Sergeant 

Clark Ki Setile 

Clay Kinsley Silsbee 

Cobb Lathrop Simkins 

Cook Maciay Sloan 

Crawford McCullough Smith, of N. J 
Crowell McLean, of Ken: Smith, of Md. 
Culbreth Mallary Street ; 
Cushman Marchand Strong, of N. Y. 
Cuthbert Meigs Swearingen 
Darlington Mercer Tarr 

Dewitt Metcaif Tucker, of Va. 
Dickinson Monell Tyler 

Edwards, of Con. Montgomery Udree 

Edwards, of Pen. $R. Moore Van Rensselaer 
Eustis S. Muore alker 

sd T. L. Moore Wood—97, 
Folger 

NAYS.—Messrs, 

Allen, of Ten. Edwards, of N.C. Newton 

Archer, of Md. Floyd Parker, of Mgss.° 
Archer, of Va. Foot Phelps 
Bateman Gray Philson 
Blackledge Guyen Richards 

Bryan Hail, of N. Ye Russ 

Buffum Hibshman Stevens 

Butler, of N. H. Lincola Tomlinson 
Case Little # Tucker, of S. C. 
Clagett Livermore Upham 

Cocke McCoy ‘Wendover 
Culpepper McCreary Williams, of Va. 
Dennison Morton Williame, of N.C~40, 


d 
The bill was ordered to be sent to the senate for 
concurrence in the amendments. 

Mr. Sergeunt moved that the house proceed to 
the consideration of the bill from the senate to es. 
tablish an uniform system of Rankruptcy, on which 
motion Mr. Edwards, of N. C. demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The question was accordingly taken by yeas and 
nays, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 78, noes 
59; and the bill was taken up. . 
{Many motions,—such as to recommit the bill, to 


November next, the offices of superintendant of postpone. it, to lay it on the table, &c. were made, 


Indian trade and of factors, &c, shall cease and de- 





ferntine.”? 


which consumed much time, with calling the yeas 
Land nays on adjournment, &e. Inthe course of the 
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debate, Messrs. Clay, Sergeant, Wood, Robertson, 
Little, Storrs, Warfield, j&c. expressed themselves 
in favor of the bill, and Messrs. Edwards, of N. C. 
Cobb, Stevens, McLean, Rhea, Cannon, Tucker, 
Williams, of N. C. Meigs, Johnson, of Ky. Trimble, 
Nelson, of Va. Ball, &c. were either opposed to th 

bill, or to acting upon it then. | 7 


Mr. Baldwin moved that the house resolve itself 
into a committee of the whole on the bill concern- 
ing sules at auction; but the motion was negatived, 
ayes 53, noes 62. | 

‘The first motion for adjournment was rejected 
77 to 59—the second ditto, 71 to 48; the third ditto 
75 to 55. 

The motion to lay the bill on the table was re- 
jected 75 to 55; another to the same effect 70 to SI. 

Mr. Culpepper protested against precipitation, 
&e. 

‘The following were the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion to postpone the bankrupt bill indefinitely— 


Van Dyke, Walker, of Alab. Walker, of Geo. Williams of Miss’ 
Witiiams of Tenn. ~28.. 

- NAYS—Messrs. Dana, Dickerson, King of N. Y. Knight, Lan- 
man, Macon, Miils, Noble, Otis, Ruggles,j Sanford, Smith, Tiche- 
nor, Trimble—-14. 


The senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill from the house of representatives, “to con- 
tinue: in force an act to provide for persons who 
were disabled by known wounds received in the 
revolutionary war, and for other purposes,”’ and, on 
motion, the same was indefinitely postponed. 

The bill, from the house of representatives, for 
the relief of the family of O H. Perry, was resum- 
ed; and, after debate, the bill was ordered to a third 
reading by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Dana, Dickerson, Edwards. Elliot, Gaillard, 
Holmes of Maine, Holmes of Miss. Horsey, Hunter, Johason of 
Ken. King of N Y¥. Knight, Lanman, | gic Mifis, Morril, 
Otis, Parrott, Pleasants, Santord, Smith, Southard, Stokes, Taibog, 


Thomas, Tichenor, Trimble, Van Dyke, Walker of Geo. Williams 
of Tenn.—31. 

NAYS— Messrs. Eaton, King, of Alab. Macon, Roberts, Ruggles, 
Taylor, Walker of Alab. Williams of Miss.—3. 


And the bill was immediately read a third time 








YEAS.— Messrs. and passed 
Nelson, of Va. pe ; , : ‘ 

Ae pg Wotan Che amendments of the house of representatives 
Allen, Pome Megtie bern of Mauss, to the bill for the relief of purchasers of public land 

cher a- ibshman atterson . 4 rary 9 me 
Arch ae cade Phelps prior to the 1st day of January, 1820, were taken 
Ball Beater — up a wet to. P 
Blackledge ackson umer And, having transacted some executive business 
ryan Sones, of Ste. — the senate adjourned : 
Buffum Jones, of Ten, Reed J - . * 
Camapbell Kinse Rhea March 1. Many bills were variously disposed of 
Come core n Ringgold {| —as will appear hereafter, ‘That to provide for the 
eal McCreary Ross ‘execution of the laws in the state of Missouri,’ 
Cocke Metcalf Stevens was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

ford R. Moore : Swearing?n | i _ . 

—. 3 TL Moore Tucker, of Va.’ The. act from the house about duties on French 
Culpepper “Marton = eas, of ha vessels, are eT ae was taken up and 
Davidson Murray aon Pry | agre ass 
Bioerners.. He wiioms a n-é-~o|agreed fo and passed, and sent to the other house 
Fioyd : 

r y NAYS.—Messrs, eins : House or RerresentarTives, .Warch1. Mr. Hen- 
Adams orrest one “et “Ee , é : 
aan ok them mutes Menapamery dricks offered a resolution, which had for its pur- 
Allen, of N. Y. Gorham S. Moore pose the grant of a liberty to certain states to tax 
Archer, of Md. Gross, of N. Y- Mosely the lands of the United States. The house refused 
Beecher Guyon Nelson, of Mass. h t eee sec” 5 d wouta 
“Bloomfield Hockley Pitcher ng a i os Ay second time, and would not order 
Brevard HalJ, of N. Y. re it to be printed. 
Brush se og —_” Several bills were passed, or advanced, &c. alk 
Clark Hill : Russ which shall be noticed in ournext. The great sub- 
Cla ee a ject, the bankrupt bill, camaup—it was debated and 
+ eso Eredall Simpkins ordered to lie on the table, 64 to 58. ‘The appro- 
Cushman Kent Sloan priation bill was considered, and, after three hours 
ony pare + ta of Md. spent thereon, the committee of the whole rose, 
Derinétin Little Street when the speaker counted the house and found that 
Dennisen Livermore Strong, of N. Y. a quorum was not present: so the house adjourned, 
Eddy Beaweg — after a session of ten hour 
Fadwards, of Con, McCullough Upham enone ten 
Kdwardsof Penn. =Mallary ‘ ho el > cama = sm 
waetit, ao Whitumen Whoiesate. ‘Twohundred and seventy writs have 
Folger Mereer Wood.—73. been issued for the branch of the United States 
Foot 


And the house immediately adjourned, leaving 
this bill the unfinished business for to-morrow. 

(It was about half past 7 o’clock when the house 
vose after an unpleasant session. } 


FURTHER PROCERDINGS. 

IN THE SENATE—February 28. The amendments 
of the house to the army bill were received and 
agreed to, Many private bills were passed, and 
much other business transacted, as will appear in 
the sequel. 


The resolution from the house of representatives, 
declaring. the admission of the state of Missouri 
into the union, was read a third time; and the 
question on its final passage was decided as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Barbour, Chandler, Eaton, Edwards, Gaillard, 


“Holmes of Maine, Holmes of Miss. Horsey. Hunter, Johnson of 
Ky. Johnson of Lou. King,of Alab. Lowrie, Morril, Parrott, Pink- 


bank at Cincinnati, for debts amounting to 1,600,000 
dollars. 

A lsadof wood’ The citizens of Templeton, Mass. 
lately presented their pastor, the rev. Mr. Welling-. 
ton, with a sied load of wood—it measured thirty- 
nine and 53-128th parts of a cord, and was drawn 
by eighty-two yoke of oxen. The sled was made for 
the purpose. 

Recommendation! At the commencement of the 
late war, (says the Washingion City Gazette), a 
very worthy member of congress, was said to have 
asked the appointment ef captain of artillery for 
one of his friends; and gave, as evidence of fitness 
for that service—‘the is so strong, he can carry the 
big end of a small cannon himself, alone.” 

Skating. Vhree young men lately travelled on 
skates from Woburn to Boston, a distance of nine 





+ ey, Pleasants, Roberts, Southard, Stokes, Talbot, Taylor, Thomas, 


~~) 


| miles, in twenty-seven minutes. 
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